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Saying Yes and Saying No
The next time you pick up one of our red worship books, Evangelical Lutheran Worship,
take a look at the liturgy for Holy Baptism (page 227). There you’ll see all the things we
say “yes” to in baptism: “yes” to the grace and love of God; “yes,” in the case of infants, to
fostering their growth in faith; and “yes” to the story (summarized in the Creed) of what
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit has done. Also, perhaps surprisingly, you’ll see that
we also say “no” in baptism: “no” to the devil and all the forces that defy God; “no” to the
powers of this world that rebel against God; “no” to the ways of sin that draw us away
from God. In Holy Baptism, you can’t say “yes” without also explicitly saying “no.”
I think of that these days whenever I hear tragic news profiles about radicalized young
people. Whether the person is a white supremacist or an ISIS fighter, often there’s a
quote from a devastated parent who says that their child didn’t learn to hate at home.
As heartbreaking as it is to hear such stories, as a concerned parent I also want to know
what children did learn at home, what was talked about, what kinds of things were important enough to explicitly say “yes” or “no” to. In a world filled with competing stories
and ideologies, our silence can speak volumes.
In your baptism, God has not kept silent, but has given you the power to say “yes” and
“no.” Our radical story of how “Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom. 5:6) means we say
“yes” to proclaiming God’s loving will for all people and also “no” to stories that deny
God’s love. The “yes” without the “no” rings hollow; the “no” without the “yes” gives no
hope. For instance, it’s not enough for us to not support stories like racism; the gospel
compels us to actively say “no”—to be anti-racist—and to say “yes” to working for a more
just church and society.
In the same way, it’s not enough to keep silent about what God has done. Tell the people in your life, especially young people, both what you say “yes” to and what you say
“no” to. The world needs to hear both our clear “no” to every false promise and the eternal “yes” God has given us all in Jesus.
Pastor Scott
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 
Intercessions: Nevagay Abel, Elizabeth
David, Stu Hoffman, Kevin Persaud,
Carline Talmadge, Karl Anderson,
Doris Dohlen, John Miller, Alice Schaefer, Robert
Aken, Cheri Eagelson, Scott Francis, Al Johnson,
Jerry Lofquist, Ronald Rice, Sally Schrader, Sam
Horvath, Betty Hart, Jerri Dal Collo, Neva Abel,
Marcia Woodman, Dave Musser, Jeanne Retzer,
Ruth Anderson, Jessie Tolodxi, Scott K. (husband
of Karl Anderson’s niece), Nancy Brandt (Kay
Brindle’s sister), Sara Falth (Karl Anderson’s sister),
Howard Sand (Kay Brindle’s father), and Pastor
Lynn Morrow (friend of Deaconess Cheryl
Erdmann), Brad Carpenter (brother of Brian Carpenter), Carol Repsher (Don Abel’s sister), Dennis
Eagleson, Erik Wilberg (friend of Don & Kay Brindle), Larry Musser (Dave Musser’s father), Pastor
Jane McChesney, Connie Blake (Bob Black’s mother), Trey (Sally Schrader’s grandson), Donna (friend
of Ron Rice, , Brian (Betty Hart’s nephew), Colleen
Dziedzic (friend of Barb Pearson),
Virginia (Peggy Wenstrom’s mother), Jennifer Peterson (Pastor & Lois Peterson’s daughter-in-law),
Kaitlyn Owens (Myrna Hagemann’s
granddaughter), Pat K (Robert Aken’s sister), and
the family of Linda Martinez (co-worker of Carol
Bailey).
(Please pray with this list and let either Pastor Scott or the
church office know when a name can be removed).

All men are invited to
join the men of Shepherd of the Valley at
8:30 a.m. on the first
Thursday of the month
at Cherry Valley Café, 216 East State St., Cherry Valley, for breakfast and fellowship. No
reservations needed.

Living Vine
(Women’s Bible Study)
Join the women of Shepherd of the Valley
on the third Monday of the month at 9:30
a.m. for a women’s bible study. We are
using the bible study from the Gather
magazine.
Mark your calendars for the following dates:
September 16
October 21

Cover Girls
The Cover Girls are back at it
beginning Monday,
September 9, 2019, at
9:30 a.m. Also mark your
calendars for
October 14
November 11
Library News
The library committee will meet on September 17 and October 8 at 9:30 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.
Keeping Shepherd of the Valley
Up to date
Please be sure to let the office of Shepherd of the Valley know when you have a
change in address, phone number or
e-mail.

Please let the church office or Pastor Scott
know if there are items you would like to
see in the newsletter.
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Financial reports
Financial results as of July 31, 2019 and year to date totals
C&B Actual C&B Budget
C&B YTD Actual
$ 13,187.53 $ 13,475.00 $ 114,225.89
$ 15,960.45 $ 16,137.69 $ 130,351.20

C&B YTD Budget
$ 112,725.00
$ 117,934.42

offsets

$ (2,772.92) $ (2,662.69)
$ 1,348.01 $ 1,252.90

$
$

(16,125.31)
18,125.02

$
$

(5,209.42)
5,040.40

Net Income

$ (1,424.91) $ (1,409.79)

$

1,999.71

$

(169.02)

Income
Expense
Subtoatal

7/31/2019
C&B Bal-

$
Bld Actual

Income
Expense
Net inc/exp

Bld Budget

$ 1,413.00 $
$ 2,220.00 $
$ (807.00) $

Building Fund Balance

6,432.60

6/30/2019
$

7,857.51

Bld YTD Actual

2,027.00 $
2,220.00 $
(193.00) $
7/31/2019
$10,333.45

Bld YTD Budget

10,819.00 $
16,035.00 $
(5,216.00) $

12,892.00
15,540.00
(2,648.00)

6/30/2019
$11,140.45

Please note: Financiasl run one month behind in the newsletter
Balance on our mortgage:
$260,354.58

Hearing Loss

Losing your hearing can be frustrating
and socially isolating, even at church.
Come talk with others; going through
this on Thursday, September 12 @
noon at Shepherd of the Valley
Lutheran Church and bring a brown
bag lunch.
.Kids at Heart
Mark your
calendars
Kids At Heart meet on
the last Tuesday, of the
month. Watch the kiosk for information
and a sign up sheet.

Mark your calendar
Celebration for Patte Lund’s 12+ years
as Christian Education Director
Sunday, September 15
After worship service

Keys

The key for the church office (that is
kept in the cabinet in the hallway) is
missing. Check your pockets. The one
that is in there now is the last one we
have.
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Christian Education
Volunteers Invited:
Starting after Labor Day, helpers for Sunday school are needed to assist the
teachers. You can help as often as you would like and a rotating schedule will
be put together. Please see Pastor or Carol Bailey if you would be willing to be
a Sunday school assistant.
Rally Day Activities:
The first day of Sunday school will be September 8th. Join us for some fun
activities and fellowship to kick off the school year!
"Big Kids" Brainstorming Time:
Middle School/High School kids are gathering on Sunday, September 8th
at 11:00 in the youth room to talk about how they want the Sunday
School hour to work for them. We hope all the big kids come to give their
input. Donuts, water and iced coffee will be provided. We are creating a more fellowship-based
experience for this group this year. See you then!
Do the stories and lessons we read in the Bible seem disconnected from you
and your life in 2019? This is the challenge facing all of us, especially our preachers
and teachers. Our members Dave Musser and Bob Black (having just completed the
Diakonia program) have developed a new curriculum for our adult education time that they hope
will help us to connect some of the great minds of our time with the Bible, our lives today and the
greatest teacher of ALL time.
Utilizing the library of knowledge available from TED (more about who TED is below) and matching it with a Scripture lesson and some probing questions for discussion, they hope we can come
to a deeper understanding of what it means to serve Christ in a changing world.
We will have our first class on Sunday, September 8th, during the regular learning time at 11am in
Shepherd Hall. Our class time will start with a brief video from TED (that we will also make available online in the week leading up to class) and then read related Scripture and other wisdom to
lead our discussion. Each class is designed as a stand-alone event; feel free to join us as often as
you can and don’t worry about missing a week. After our first session on September 8 we will
switch to a first Sunday of the month schedule, with other things being offered on the remaining
weeks. We hope you can join us to learn and grow together!
More about Ted from their Website: “TED is a nonprofit devoted to spreading ideas, usually in the
form of short, powerful talks (18 minutes or less). TED began in 1984 as a conference where Technology, Entertainment and Design converged, and today covers almost all topics — from science
to business to global issues. Meanwhile, independently run TEDx events help share ideas in communities around the world. TED is a global community, welcoming people from every discipline
and culture who seek a deeper understanding of the world. They believe passionately in the power of ideas to change attitudes, lives and, ultimately, the world. On TED.com, they’re building a
clearinghouse of free knowledge from the world's most inspired thinkers — and a community of
curious souls to engage with ideas and each other, both online and at TED and TEDx events
around the world, all year long.” You can learn more about TED and access their library of talks at
www.TED.com.
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Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 2715 S. Mulford Rd., seeks
a Sunday-morning Nursery Attendant to care for infants to 5-yearolds in conjunction with adult volunteers in our church nursery during worship, 9:15–10:45 a.m., either biweekly or weekly (negotiable).
Applicants should enjoy caring for children and must be at least 18
years old. Please contact the church at svlcsecretary@att.net or 815399-5503 to apply.

Laundry Love & M&M’s

Containers of M & M's are available in the
Narthex for your eating pleasure. After
enjoying the M & M's please fill the
container with a roll of quarters which will
be given to Laundry Love for their clients.

Season of Creation
As encouraged by our Northern Illinois Synod,
scripture readings in worship during four
Sundays in September will focus on our
relationship with God as Creator and with our
fellow creatures. You are invited into a season
of reflection on your own wonder, love, and
care for God's creation.

Follow us on Facebook
New items are posted frequently. See what
your Synod or the ELCA is doing.
www.facebook.com/Shepherd-of-the-ValleyLutheran-Church-ELCA

High School Youth
Second Sunday
Katie’s Cup
502 7th Street
Rockford, Il
September 8 @ St, Mark Lutheran
Church
@ Katie’s Cup:
October 13
November 10
December 8
7:00—8:30 p.m.
No Reservations Needed
Just Show UP
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Same collection different name

There will be a box for cash donations.
New Moline Hall Chairs!
The Chair Committee, consisting of Liz Beale, Harry Grueneberg, Kris Tukker, and
Gary Zandonatti, did a lot of research work on chairs. They made a selection and
recommended it to Property committee. The recommendation was approved by
the Church Council, and the chairs have arrived. .
They also found a charity, The Restore, Habitat for Humanity, picked up all our old
chairs when the new ones arrived.
A big Thank you goes out to all who worked hard to accomplish this.

College Student or Military Service
If you have a child beginning college or going into the
military soon, please either contact Judi at the church
office or Beverly Wacker, 815 519-8553, call, text or
email, abwacker@hotmail.com
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August 3rd
Katie’s Cup is sponsoring a new program called “Cars and Coffee”. The focus will
be to bring in various car groups to show off
their cars in the RPS205 Parking Lot. This will
be coordinated by Katie’s Cup and the
Rockford IL Area Car Show & Cruises group.
The next “Cars and Coffee” will be
Saturday, August 3rd from 9 am- noon and
again on the first Saturday of September.

Katie’s Choice Book Club
Thursday, September 12
10:00 p.m.
Between shades of gray
By Ruta Sepety’s
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AUGUST 2019
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WORSHIP AND PICNIC IN THE PARK
AUGUST 11, 2019

A FUN DAY
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

DEADLINE FOR THE
OCTOBER
NEWSLETTER IS
SEPTEMBER 12, 2019

Officers of the Congregation
President - Sherry Scheider
Vice-President - Rhoda Fox
Secretary - Vicki Nitz
Treasurer - Phil Smalley
Congregation Council
Justin Abel
Brian Carpenter
Karen Dolan
LaVon Downing
Rhoda Fox
Vicki Nitz
Sherry Scheider
Zane Smalley
Bob Tukker
Peggy Wenstrom
Don Wiese
Staff
The Rev. Scott Benolkin, Pastor
Judi Fields, Secretary
Linda Longardner, Organist
Phil Smalley, Treasurer
Susie Smalley, Music Coordinator
Anita Ralston, Custodian

Worship service 9:30 a.m.

