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Career Day
“What do you want to be when you grow up?” If you’re like me, you’ve heard that question
and asked it to others more times than you can count. It came up every year in elementary
school, when on “career day” my classmates and I were asked to dress up according to our
imagined future occupation. I was something different every year—now an artist, next year a
veterinarian—but never a pastor!
Even then, what seemed strange and a little disorienting to me was how arbitrary it all was.
It didn’t seem to matter what we chose or how little we knew about careers. From the
behavior of the adults, what seemed to matter most was how cute we looked dressed up, but
even beyond that, it seemed like having a choice was what was being celebrated. Guidance or
learning about what careers people have, let alone what we had to offer the world, was beside
the point.
In hindsight, I think my elementary school represented well our society’s fixation on choice.
We idealize—idolize?—the notion that we are free to choose. Directionless career days,
twenty kinds of soap at the big box store, freedom of expression in any form, and the endless
choices we must make to get through our days are all celebrated as absolute goods, even if the
sum of all that choice can also overwhelm us and isolate us from others who are affected by
our choices.
But Jesus gives us not arbitrary choice, but relationship. In him we receive not freedom to be
selfish, but love, belonging, purpose. He tells his disciples, “You did not choose me but I chose
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one
another.” Even then, he does not leave us to fend for ourselves but gives us, his church, the
Holy Spirit to guide us together in our freedom. All of that was yours in baptism, and whether
you got to choose that baptism or not, Jesus chose you.
Therefore for us, Jesus, not choice, is king. And every choice, including, “What do you want to
be when you grow up?” is different now. Instead we ask, “How has God gifted and called you
to serve your neighbor?” Instead of being about just me, me, me, it’s about what God has
given us to share and the community God has given us to work and share with. Think about
that on your next “career day.”
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 
Intercessions: Nevagay Abel, Don Abel,
Alka David, Elizabeth David, Stu
Hoffman, Lisa Jones, Doris Kampfe,
Kevin Persaud, Carline Talmadge, Karl Anderson,
Doris Dohlen, John Miller, Hugh DeGroff, Alice
Schaefer, Robert Aken, Richard Farris, Sally
Schrader, Graydon Anderson, Catharine Edlen, Lyle
Solko, Iona Reidlinger (niece of Linda Severson),
Loretta Thompson (sister of Linda Severson), Scott
K. (husband of Karl Anderson’s niece), Tyler Webb
(son of Jordan Stork), Don Pflipson (friend of Kay &
Don Brindle), Nancy Brandt (Kay Brindles sister), Patty
Stork (Jordan Stork’s mother), Linda Finegan (friend
of the Bailey family), Charles Last (Judy Miller’s brother), Charlotte Sand (mother of Kay Brindle, Jeanne
Retzer, Lisa A (friend of Mark & Laurie Pellant),
and the Stubbs family (missionaries in Tanzania).

(Please review this list and let either Pastor Scott or
the church office know when a name can be removed).

Please let the church office or Pastor Scott
know if there are items you would like to see
in the newsletter.

Keeping Shepherd of the Valley
up-to-date
Please be sure to let the office of Shepherd of
the Valley know when you have a change in address, phone number or e-mail.

Become a Member

Please speak with Pastor Scott after worship if
you would like to be received into our
community of faith on All Saints Sunday,
November 4, 2018.
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Serving in special roles
Come and learn or be refreshed in what it
means to serve in a special role for
worship. On August 5 anyone interested in
serving as an assisting minister is invited to
meet with Pastor Scott in the sanctuary at
11:00 a.m.
Thank you, Pastor
Tolzmann.
When Reverend Arlyn
Tolzmann came to
preach during Pastor
Scott’s vacation, he gifted us with two
books he had written, “Whimsical Biblical”
and its follow-up, “Whimsically Biblically”.
These books are retold Bible stories written
in the style of Dr. Seuss. Reading level is
upper elementary through adult. Parents,
read them to your kids. Kids love rhyme!

Faith Forum
Faith Forum will resume in September.
You will still have the chance to talk about
ministry and mission with council members
on the first Sunday of each month

Crafty Ladies
The crafty ladies will not meet in July or
August. See you in September.
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Attendance statistics average are based on
ATTENDANCE FROM
July 1 - July 22
Average attendance: 65

Living Vine
(Women’s Bible
Study)
Join the women of
Shepherd of the
Valley at 9:30 a.m. on August 20th
for a women’s bible study. We are
using the bible study from the
Gather magazine.
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Financial reports
Financial results as of June 30, 2018 and Year to date totals
C&B
C&B
C & B YTD C & B YTD
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
Income
$12,787.97 $12,375.00 $89,756.38 $88,850.00
$17,013.45 $18,000.02 $102,501.24 $98,296.21
Expense
Inc/exp
-$4,225.48 -$5,625.02 -$12,744.86
-$9,446.21
$1,002.63
$1,025.67
$7,909.16
$3,044.00
plus offsets
-$3,222.85 -$4,599.35 -$4,835.70
-$6,402.21
Net income
6/30/18
$2,492.98

C&B balance

Income
Expense
Net inc/exp

5/31/18
$5,715.83

Building
Building
BLD YTD
BLD YTD
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
$1,353.00
$2,060.37 $10,708.00 $13,016.78
$2,220.00
$2,220.00 $13,320.00 $13,320.00
-$867.00

-$159.63

-$2,612.00

6/30/18
$12,643.45

5/31/18
$13,510.45

-$303.22

Click Share

Do you use Facebook? If so, have you
liked our church Facebook page? Facebook has changed how posts are spread,
we love your likes, but by clicking “share”
you greatly influence our ability to have
others see us and whatever we post that
you want others to know about. The
more people we get who like our page
the more that circle of influence grows!

Building fund balance

Please note: Financials run one month behind in the bulletin
Balance on our mortgage - $275210.95
Note: Our challenge is to give 5% more than you pledged!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
August 11 - All Church Picnic @ Camp
Winnebago
August 18 - Midtown Market

August 19 - Outdoor Worship and church picnic
August 23 - Katie’s Cup Conversation: Medicare
for All
August 26 - Midtown Ethnic Festival
September 8 - God’s work. Our hands.
September 21 - Piping Hot @ Katie’s Cup
September 29 - One Body Collaborative 2nd
Annual Day of Compassion
October 7 - Agape Ringer’s @ Our Saviors
Lutheran Church
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Registration for the 2018 -2019
school year is open! Call
815-397-5880 with questions
Students are accepted on a first
come, first served basis with
preference being given to our church
members.
The pre-school follows District 205 in regard to age
enrollment. The child must be either 3 or 4 years old
by September 1st of the current school year.

The following sessions will be offered beginning n
September:
Session 1: Three year olds
Tuesday & Thursday
8:30am to 12 noon
Cost: $85.00 per month
Session 2: Four year olds
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
8:30am to 12 noon
Cost $125.00 per month
Plus there is a onetime registration charge of $75
(non-refundable)

AUGUST 8 - ALLELUIA QUARTET
4-part harmony; traditional,
contemporary gospel, country,
and inspirational songs

AUGUST 22 - PATTE ARMATO LUND
A well known local entertainer,
Patte will be joined by Risé Barker,
playing/singing/making you laugh!
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Fifth annual Midtown District Ethnic Parade and
Festival!
Festival time: 12:00 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Parade time: 1 p.m.
Where: 501 7th Street, Rockford, IL
The Parade steps off at 1 p.m. on Wyman Street and
follows West and East State Streets to Seventh Street,
ending on the Festival Grounds. The Parade and Festival events are free to attend.
Family-friendly Activities include:
• Music & Dance
• Genealogy Area
• Family Games & Crafts
• Turkish painting
• Wood Carving
• A Large Children’s’ Activity Area with Bouncy Houses, Face Painting
• A Beer Garden for ages 21 and older
Cuisine from many different cultures will be available for purchase

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America
30th Annual Northern Illinois Synod Convention
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Good News?

Do you have good news in your world that you would like to share with your brothers and
sisters in Christ? A graduation? A new baby? A winning effort? Let Judi know so it can be
put in the monthly newsletter. Share your good news!
Congratulations to
Don Kilroy on the
birth of his
granddaughter
Chloe Alexis Kilroy.

Congratulations to Linda
Longardner on the birth of a
great-grandson on July 15.

Thank you to
Linda DeGroff and
Kris Tukker
for taking care of
the Memorial Garden.

Come enjoy Holy Communion in God’s
beautiful outdoors.
August 19th
Worship begins at 9:30 a.m.
When: Sunday, August 19th
Time: 11:00am to 2:00pm (food served around 11:30am)
Where: On the grounds of the church
In case of rain or extreme heat, the church facilities inside will be used.
Please sign up in the Narthex or call the church office to list a dish to
pass
Items provided by Shepherd of the Valley:
Fried Chicken, Hot Dogs and Brats
Water, Lemonade and paper products
Games, Fellowship and Fun in the Sun!!
Any questions please see any member of the Fellowship Committee
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We will be packaging Tomato Basil Pasta meals for people of the greater Rockford Area. In
partnership with the Northern IL Food Bank, the SNAP Program, and Children's Home and
Aid, those that receive the food will get healthy, life-sustaining food but also assistance to
overcome challenges that have lead to their need for assistance.
If you can help, please call the church office.

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church (ELCA)
2715 S. Mulford Road, Rockford, IL 61109
Phone: 815-399-5503 E-mail: svlcsecretary@att.net
On The Web: www.shep61.org.
Office Hours, Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

Officers of the Congregation
President - Carol Bailey
Vice-President - Sherry Scheider
Secretary - Janette Erickson
Treasurer - Phil Smalley
Congregation Council
Carol Bailey
Liz Beale
Janette Erickson
Rhoda Fox
Vicki Nitz
Sherry Scheider
Zane Smalley
Bob Tukker
Peggy Wenstrom
Don Wiese
John Wolf
Staff
The Rev. Scott Benolkin, Pastor
Judi Fields, Secretary
Linda Longardner, Organist
Phil Smalley, Treasurer
Susie Smalley, Music Coordinator
Patte Lund, Christian Education
Anita Ralston, Custodian
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