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A CONGREGATION  OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Good News from Saint Louis to Singapore 

I chose my table at the Seventh International Crossings Conference, held recently in a suburb 
of Saint Louis, because it was nearest the power outlets and the coffee urns. It turned out to 
be as convenient as I had expected, and with a good view of the speakers and other tables to 
boot. But even better, as it turned out, was the fascinating company at my table. 

Richard, Joel, and Jim had come all the way from Singapore, and we all happened to sit at the 
same table for the duration of the conference. Even though the three of them did not know 
each other well previously (Jim meeting the other two for the first time at the conference), 
they all brought their perspective on the what the gospel means in the context of life in their 
dynamic city-state. Or I should say perspectives, as each had a distinct point of view: Jim as 
the eldest, who came to Singapore as a young man from Malaysia and had seen the great 
growth in prosperity since then; Richard, a pastor from Kolkata, India, with the benefit of  
comparison with his home country; and Joel, a Singapore-born recent college graduate who 
has always known the high expectations and high technology of the present. 

As they spoke about life in Singapore, it seemed that the challenge of following Christ there 
parallels our challenge here in many ways. The term “kiasu” or “kiasuism,” the Singaporean 
equivalent to “keeping up with the Joneses,” names a pervasive value in Singaporean society. 
That “kiasu” reveals a deep fear of not measuring up and so losing out, especially poignant in 
recent years as immigrants have come to Singapore to work and generate prosperity of their 
own. As the Singaporeans spoke of “kiasu” and the tensions it exposes, the American heads 
at the table nodded in understanding, thinking of all the ways striving and perfectionism  
afflicts our own culture. 

And “afflicts” is the right word. As one of the main presenters at the conference reminded us, 
anxiety is now the number one mental health concern among American college students. 
David Zahl of Mockingbird Ministries deftly connected disparate movements today—from the 
“Me Too” reckoning sweeping through the internet, media, and college campuses to those 
who voted to “Make America Great Again”—to a common desire to secure our social identity 
and worth. It’s what we Christians might call “seeking to be righteous.” 

But in that quest for righteousness, two things happen. First, we begin to define ourselves in 
contrast to others—religiously, politically, socially, even by gender or race. Then, as we strive 
for righteousness against those others, forgiveness and love for the other get crowded out. 
Compromise, let alone redemption, becomes anathema for others, and ultimately for  
ourselves. 

In other words, this world needs forgiveness more than ever. We need to hear again and 
again the hard-to-accept truth that Jesus loves us so much that he died for us and for all the 
ungodly—including all those others we have trouble loving the way he does. And all people 
caught in this kind of society, whether in Rockford, in Singapore, or on the nightly news, need 
to hear that when they fall short, Christ is there, and “in him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). 
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   IN OUR PRAYERS   
Intercessions:  Nevagay Abel, Neva & 

Don Abel, Alka David, Elizabeth  

David, Dyvone Freburg, Kelsey  

Hernandez, Stu Hoffman, Lisa Jones, 

Doris Kampfe, Kevin Persaud, Carline Talmadge, 

Alice Kundo, Karl Anderson, Annette Aken, Doris 
Dohlen, John Miller, Karl Anderson, Hugh  

DeGroff, Jan Carter, Alice Schaefer, Robert Aken, 
Richard Farris, Mildred Anderson (mother of 

Cheryl Erdmann), Lyle Solko, Carol Triplett (friend of 

the Smalley and Wacker families), Pastor Jane 
McChesney, Bill Wolf (father of John Wolf), Don 

Stinson (friend of Don & Neva Abel), Lois and 

Mike Virtue (friends of Scott & Sue Francis),  
Krissy Haren (Adolph Wacker’s daughter), Karen 

Nitz (mother of Kevin Nitz), Iona Reidlinger 

(niece of Linda Severson), Barb  (friend of Laurie 

Pellant), Jake Wacker (brother of Adolph Wack-
er), Loretta Thompson (sister of Linda Severson), 

Nancy Brandt (sister of Kay Brindle), and the 

Stubbs family (missionaries in Tanzania).  
 
(Please review this list and let either Pastor Scott or 
the church office know when a name can be re-

moved). 
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SENIOR  

Join us at 11:30 a.m. on February 27th for 
Seniors Game Day.   Bring a sack lunch.  
Coffee and dessert will be provided. 

Keeping Shepherd of the Valley  

up-to-date 

 Please be sure to let the office of Shepherd of the 
Valley know when you have a change in address, 

phone number or e-mail. 

 

Please let the church office or Pastor Scott know if 

there are items you would like to see in the  

newsletter. 

Become a Member 
Please speak with Pastor Scott after worship if you 
would like to be received into our community of 

faith at Easter, April 1, 2018. 

Pre school open house 

 

Wednesday, February 21 

 

5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

If you have or know of a child age 3 or 4 

and are looking for a pre school come to 
our open house. 

Sympathy 

We extend sympathy to  Carol Dahl and 

her family on the passing of her daughter 

LeAnn, to Gary and Deb Zandonatti on the 
passing of Gary’s mother, Mary, to Patte 

Lund’s family of the passing of her father 

Phil Armato, and to the family of Lyle  

Nelson. 

Congratulations 
At the Annual Meeting: 

|The following were elected (or reelected) 

to the church council: 
 

Liz Beale 

Rhoda Fox 

Sherry Scheider 

Zane Smalley 

Bob Tukker 

Peggy Wenstrom 
 

Ted Woodcock was elected as a voting 
member to the Northern Illinois Synod  

Assembly (June 15-16, 2018). 
 

Dyvone Freburg, Harry Grueneberg and Stu 
Hoffman were elected to the Nominating 

Committee 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIXv_8iw8cYCFQZ6PgodOaoOAg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.friendsofprayer.co.uk%2F&ei=4-6wVcXxAob0-QG51LoQ&bvm=bv.98476267,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNGlN4h5j-cI5DB707wiuOnV0dpKX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiwg-mqj4DOAhUk5IMKHS8EDscQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartsign.com%2Fimage%2F16292%2F&bvm=bv.127521224,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFUk3xyQ5Hx-E1RXEP-YbgYVgRFyA&ust=1469038021
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Financial reports 
 

Attendance statistics average are based on 
the 7 weeks  

November 26 - December 31 
Average attendance: 76 

Stewardship Committee 
Thank you to everyone that participated in our  
Stewardship Sunday, both with your pledges, your Time 
and Talent participation sheets and joining in our time 
of fellowship and food during the special hospitality 
brunch! Our time together as our church family is  
always special and it seems to take on added  
importance as Advent approaches. As this year is  
coming quickly to a close, please take time to  
prayerfully consider your participation at Shepherd of 
the Valley and your efforts to stewardship with your 
pledges. Thank you one and all for everything you  

The church staff is 

looking for a person 
or persons to take  

responsibility of  

lowering the flag on 

the corner to 1/2 staff when  

necessary and then raising it again.  

If you would be interested in serving 
in this ministry contact the church  

office. 

Would you be  

interested in  

being an Eucharistic  

minister?   

Eucharistic  

Ministers  share communion with 

some of our homebound members.  A 

team is made up of two people who 
are scheduled approximately every 

other month to visit and share Holy 

Communion.   

If you are interested in this ministry 

please contact Pastor Scott or the 
church office. 

Summerdale Early 

Childhood Center 

would like to thank 

you for helping their 

students to have a great Christmas! 

Your generous spirits and loving gift 

choices were much appreciated! 

Financial results as of December 31, 2017 and Year to date totals 

  C & B C & B C & B YTD C & B YTD 

  Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $22,755.97 $16,325.00 $183,949.12 $175,700.00 

Expense $19,443.82 $20,116.37 $195,846.77 $193,941.84 

Inc/exp $3,312.15 -$3,791.37 -$11,897.65 -$18,241.84 

plus offsets  $1,847.73 $630.68 $12,279.85 $7,258.00 

Net income $5,159.88 -$3,160.69 $382.20 -$10,983.84 

       

   12/31/17 11/30/17   
C&B balance   $7,377.77  $2,217.89    

       

  Building Building BLD YTD BLD YTD 

  Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $2,354.00 $2,233.00 $26,344.00 $26,800.00 

Expense $2,257.40  $2,257.40 $29,253.80  $27,088.80  

Net inc/exp $96.60 -$24.40 -$2,909.80 -$288.80 

       

       
   12/31/17 11/30/17   

Building fund balance  $15,255.45 $15,158.85   

       

Please note: Financials run one month behind in the bulletin 

Balance on our mortgage - $281,869.59    

Our mortage was just renewed for another 5 year term 
at an interest rate of 4.75%     
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CRE 
(CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCING EVENT) 

 
The 2018 Congregational Resourcing Event (CRE) will be held at Kishwaukee Community 
College in Malta IL on Saturday, March 10th. This is a great way to explore new ways to 
grow our congregation, manage our church and serve our Lord. New seminars are being 
added all the time. Check the synod’s website (www.nisynod.org/cre) for a complete and  
up-to date list. Everyone is welcome at this educational and enlightening day. Please see 
Pastor Scott for more information. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

YOUTH 

 

2ND SUNDAY 

 

FOOD  MUSIC 

GAMES    

PRAISE   WORSHIP 

KATIE’S CUP 

502 7TH STREET, 

ROCKFFORD 

 

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

JUST SHOW UP 

TO LEARN MORE CALL AMY 

815-962-4279 
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Faith Forum 
Join us in Shepherd Hall (down the hall from the office), 11:00-11:45 A.M. most Sundays for Faith 

Forum (a.k.a. Adult Forum).  Each month we'll follow this pattern: 
 

 1st Sunday of the month: Together in Faith (informal coffee and conversation in Moline Hall) 

  

 2nd Sunday of the month: Living Lutheran (discussing last month’s Living Lutheran Magazine) 

  

 3rd Sunday of the month: Connecting the Faith (how our faith matters in the world) 

  

 4th Sunday of the month: Deepening the Faith (topics to deepen our roots in the faith) 

Crafty Ladies 

We will meet again on Monday, February 19th at 9:30 a.m. to work on fleece blankets.  We’ll 

meet in Shepherd Hall. 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 

 

February 14, 2018 - Ash Wednesday service @ 7:00 p.m. with imposition of ashes. 

February 21, 28, March 7, 14, & 21 -  Simple Supper at 6:00 p.m. Evening worship @ 7:00 p.m. 

March 25 - Palm Sunday Worship with communion @ 9:30 a.m.  Easter egg hunt after worship. 

Thursday, March 29 - Maundy Thursday worship @ 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, March 30 - Good Friday worship @ 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, March 31 - Easter Vigil @ 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 1 - Easter Sunday service @ 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. with Easter breakfast at 9:30 a.m. 

A celebration of Life 

 

A celebration of the life of LeAnn Dahl 
Kundert (Carol Dahl’s daughter) will be held 

February 24 at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 

920 Third Ave., Rockford, IL beginning at 
4:00 p.m. 

Living Vine 

(Women’s Bible Study) 

 

Join the women of Shepherd of the Valley at 9:30 

a.m. on February 26 for a new women’s bible 
study.  We will be using the bible study from the 

Gather magazine. 
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Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

2715 S. Mulford Road, Rockford, IL 61109 

Phone:  815-399-5503  E-mail:  svlcsecretary@att.net 

On The Web:  www.shep61.org.  

Office Hours,  Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED 
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Officers of the Congregation 

President -  Carol Bailey 
Vice-President -  Sherry Scheider 
Secretary -  Vicki Nitz 
Treasurer -  Phil Smalley 
 

Congregation Council 

Carol Bailey, Christian Education 
Janette Erickson, Fellowship 

Vicki Nitz, Preschool 

Sherry Scheider, Worship/Music 

Zane Smalley, Youth Ministry 

Peggy Wenstrom, Personnel 

Don Wiese,  Finance 

John Wolf, Stewardship 

Outreach 
Social Ministry 

Property 

 
 

 

Staff 

The Rev. Scott Benolkin, Pastor 

Judi Fields, Secretary 

Linda Longardner, Organist 

Phil Smalley, Treasurer 

Susie Smalley, Music Coordinator 

Patte Lund, Christian Education 

Anita Ralston, Custodian 


