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The One Thing Needful
This year your congregational council has been focusing its devotions on the same Bible
passage every month: Luke 10:1–12, in which Jesus is sending seventy disciples “in pairs to
every town and place where he himself intended to go” (Luke 10:1 NRSV). Amazingly, we
continue to find new insights from the text even now. Also, having spent so much time with
one scripture passage, I’m finding that I’m seeing new connections between it and other
passages of scripture.

Let me share with you an example I shared with them recently. One astonishing thing your
council has noted in its devotions is how things the disciples might think they need turn out to
be optional in Jesus' instructions: “Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals” (Luke 10:4 NRSV).
I’ve been wondering if there’s a connection between this startling command near the beginning
of Luke 10 and what Jesus says to busy Martha: “Martha, Martha, you are worried and
distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part,
which will not be taken away from her” (Luke 10:41–42 NRSV). Despite all of Martha’s work on
behalf of her guest Jesus, somehow it is Mary who has found the one thing that is, as the old
King James Bible puts it, “needful.”
As we try to discern the Holy Spirit’s call for our congregation, it’s easy to get swept up in
well-meaning Martha-ism. There are many things we “need” to do for “them” so that “they”
will “want” to come our church, etc. “They” are typically people we have never met, let alone
talked to, let alone learned much about. But if we just keep trying things, maybe something
will stick.
But what if Mary wasn’t lazy, or oblivious, or lacking commitment, or anything Martha in her
exasperation might have thought about her? What if, instead, she was sitting at the feet of
Jesus to figure out what he really needed? In that case, what looked nothing like hospitality to
Martha would actually be the “one thing needful” for true hospitality.
Our culture needs true hospitality. Literally billions of dollars are spent trying to predict and
manipulate what people want in more and more sophisticated ways, so that companies big and
small can get the foot traffic, clicks, “likes,” and ultimately dollars that they (or their
shareholders) want. But who has the time or desire to form the human connections in which
our deepest needs come to light?
Jesus does. He responds to the cries of those in need of healing and acceptance. And he
takes up the cross his disciples don’t want him to carry but which he insists again and again is
“necessary” for our salvation, “necessary” to free us from Martha-ism, to free us to sit at the feet
of our neighbor and meeting them, hearing them, letting the truth of what they need come
through in our new relationship.
I saw a glimpse of that when our June 28 summer concert was twice interrupted by emergency
sirens. The entertainment “they wanted” was replaced by the shelter all of us needed—in the
basement and the back hallway. And when your sisters and brothers in Christ brought with
them cookies and water to share, it became less about guests getting the goodies and more
like guests and hosts alike “bearing one another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:2). In other words, it was a
little bit like church.
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 
Intercessions: Nevagay Abel, Neva &
Don Abel, Kelsey Hernandez, Stu Hoffman, family of Lois Johnson, Lisa Jones,
Doris Kampfe, Kevin Persaud, Carline
Talmadge, Ruby Watson, Ron Hunt, Alice Kundo,
Annette Aken, Helen Swanson, Doris Dohlen, David
Johnson (nephew of Dyvone Freburg), Phil Armato
(Patte Lund’s father), Mildred Anderson (mother of
Cheryl Erdmann), Lyle Solko, Don Johnson (friend of
Lyle & Phyllis Nelson), Carol Triplett (friend of the
Smalley and Wacker families), LeAnn Dahl (daughter
of Carol Dahl), Huxley (Carol Dahl’s niece’s grandson),
Charlotte (mother of Kay Brindle), Sally and Marcie
Ramsey (friends of Helen Swanson), Pastor Jane
McChesney, Nancy Brandt (sister of Kay Brindle), Bill
Wolf (father of John Wolf), Don Stinson (friend of Don
& Neva Abel), Lois and Mike Virtue (friends of Scott &
Sue Francis), Christine Hallman (daughter of Karl Anderson), Lynette Vitale (cousin of Dana Rogers), and
the Stubbs family (missionaries in Tanzania).
(Please review this list and let either Pastor Scott
or the church office know when a name can be
removed).

Join Us

Want to be a member of the body of Christ here
at Shepherd of the Valley? Please speak with
Pastor Scott after worship if you would like to be
received into our community of faith on All
Saints Sunday, November 5.

First Communion

Want to join in the fellowship of the Lord’s
Supper? Please speak with Pastor Scott after
worship if you or your child would like to receive
First Communion on All Saints Sunday,
November 5.
The church office will be closed
Monday, September 4 in
observance of Labor Day.
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Rescue Mission Needs
Our Help!
The Rockford Rescue Mission is
asking for donations of
bathroom tissue and men’s deodorant for
their clients. The Mission is open 24 hours a
day for 365 days annually and provide
shelter for close to 130 clients daily so they
are in constant need of supplies. We will be
collecting these items during the month of
August. You may purchase the items and
bring to church or donate money for the
purchase these items.
Library News
Where are our readers?
There are lots of great books
in our library waiting to be
checked out. See us today.

Please let the church
office or Pastor Scott
know if there are items
you would like to see
in the newsletter.
Keeping Shepherd of the Valley up-todate
Please be sure to let the office of Shepherd
of the Valley know when you have a change
in address, phone number or e-mail.

Reserve September 26 for a salad luncheon .
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Attendance statistics average are based on
the 4 weeks
July 30 - August 20
Average attendance: 67
Contributions average are based on
the 5 weeks
July 23 - August 20
Average weekly contributions:
Current & Benevolence $ 2615.60
Building Fund $ 523.12

Financial reports
Financial results as of July 31, 2017 and Year to date totals
C&B
C&B
C & B YTD C & B YTD
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
Income
$14,688.62 $14,325.00 $105,446.51 $105,875.00
$17,621.97 $14,878.60 $113,171.25 $110,150.30
Expense
Inc/exp
-$2,933.35
-$553.60 -$7,724.74
-$4,275.30
$2,402.71
$375.66
$7,398.73
$4,129.66
plus offsets
-$530.64
-$177.94
-$326.01
-$145.64
Net income
7/31/17
$6,669.56

C&B balance

Thank you
Thank you to Bob
& Kris Tukker and
Don Wiese for
painting the preschool room. It’s now very bright and
cheery for the students return.
The 3-year-olds return on September 5
and the 4-year-olds return on September 6. We are looking forward to a
great year.
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Income
Expense
Net inc/exp

6/30/17
$7,200.20

Building
Building
BLD YTD
BLD YTD
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
$2,055.00
$2,234.00 $16,076.00 $15,634.00
$2,257.40
$2,257.40 $17,966.80 $15,801.80
-$202.40

Building fund balance

-$23.40

-$1,890.80

7/31/17
$16,274.75

6/30/17
$16,476.75

-$167.80

Please note: Financials run one month behind in the bulletin
Balance on our mortgage - $287,217.21
I would like to challenge everyone to up your weekly giving
by $5. This is an increase from what I challenged at the Annual
Meeting. We have had some changes to pledged giving.
Your increased giving will help to cover the cost of
our expected expenses

September 10 is Rally Sunday.
Come and see what’s new this year
in Sunday school.

God’s work.
Our hands.

Do you know
someone who
could use some
help with yard
work or cleaning up around the
outside of their house? Maybe you
do.

What We Did on
Summer Vacation

Have you had an
experience you’d like to
share with the church?
Sign up with Pastor Scott to talk about what you’ve been
up to during the Forum after worship in September.
From Synod Assembly to church camp, mission trips to
vacations, and everything in between, your sisters and
brothers in Christ will be inspired by what you’ve seen
and heard.
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More information on the kiosk.

Mark your Calendars

October 29, Reformation Sunday. Plan to attend the Northern Illinois Synod Reformation 500
Worship and Ordination Service at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Mendota.

Sunday
September 10
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As we commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Living Lutheran is exploring 500 of its
unique aspects, This series continues this month with 15 more facts.

11 The legacy of Luther’s ideas about education can be seen today in the Lutheran church’s concern
for Christian education, early childhood education and schools, colleges and universities, lay schools
for ministry and seminaries.
12 An emphasis on the involvement of laypeople during worship revolutionized the way space inside
the parish church was used during the Reformation. Many of the physical barriers between priest and
congregation were removed. Consequently, the interiors of local churches took on the appearance that
many still have today.
13 Whether or not to use pipe organs and other musical instruments during worship became a hotly
debated issue for many churches involved in the Reformation movement. Some went as far as banning
the use of organs and instruments.
14 Prior to the Reformation, congregational singing—and even talking—during church services wasn’t
standard practice in Germany.
15 Luther composed more than 40 hymns in his lifetime, and in 1529 wrote and composed the tune
for what became known as “The Battle Hymn of the Reformation”—today called “A Mighty Fortress Is
Our God.”
16 Luther desired hymns to be modest and text-driven—derived from Scripture, expressing Christian
values, illuminating faith and the gospel message and lending themselves to congregational singing.
17 The area of Germany where Luther’s story unfolded is now referred to as “LutherCountry.” This region of Reformation sites and history was part of East Germany for 40 years until the Berlin Wall fell in
1989.
18 The Peace of Augsburg was signed in 1555, despite its dissenters and many loopholes. This settlement represented a victory for state princes and granted recognition to both Lutheranism and Roman
Catholicism in Germany, allowing each ruler to decide the religion to be practiced within his state, and
permitting residents to migrate to a territory where their denomination was recognized.
19 The first European colonists who came to North America were attempting to escape postReformation conflicts and persecution. They were 98 percent Protestant and a diverse mix of denominations, but their newfound freedom wasn’t without intense conflict and intolerance between denominations and religions.
20 In the late 1800s, some North American religious leaders voiced concern over what they feared was
hero-worship of Reformation leaders. They encouraged refocusing on theological issues and teachings,
the accomplishments and failings of reformers like Luther and Huldrych Zwingli, and contributions of
reformers prior to the 16th century.
21 However, Luther did say this at the Diet (parliament) held in the imperial city of Worms: “Unless
I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason … I am bound by the Scriptures that I have quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not
retract anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience.”
22 Luther’s translation of the New Testament (which he completed in just a few weeks while in
hiding at Wartburg Castle) was not the first printed German translation. All previous translations
were based upon the Latin “Vulgate”; Luther was the first to use the original Greek text.
23 Although his superior had released him from his vows as an Augustinian friar, Luther maintained a monastic lifestyle until shortly before his marriage in 1525, thinking of himself as “a Daniel
in the lion’s den” of monastic practices.
24 Although Luther did not always mind that people called his followers “Lutherans,” he preferred
to think of all believers as “Christians.” In German-speaking areas, the usual designation is
“evangelisch”—that is, people oriented toward the gospel.
25 Although Luther had deep respect for the role of government in keeping good order and just
laws in a society, he also thought that a Christian prince “would be a rare bird in heaven.”
(Reprint information was granted by Living Lutheran magazine for this article as it first appeared in the June 2017 issue of Living
Lutheran.)
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Officers of the Congregation
President - Carol Bailey
Vice-President - Sherry Scheider
Secretary - Vicki Nitz
Treasurer - Phil Smalley
Congregation Council
Carol Bailey, Christian Education
Janette Erickson, Fellowship
Vicki Nitz, Preschool
Sherry Scheider, Worship/Music
Zane Smalley, Youth Ministry
Kris Tukker, Social Ministry
Peggy Wenstrom, Personnel
Don Wiese, Finance
John Wolf, Stewardship
Deb Zandonatti, Outreach
Property
Staff
The Rev. Scott Benolkin, Pastor
Judi Fields, Secretary
Linda Longardner, Organist
Phil Smalley, Treasurer
Susie Smalley, Music Coordinator
Patte Lund, Christian Education
Carol Dahl, Financial Secretary
Anita Ralston, Custodian
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