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Service to Neighbor
On Maundy Thursday Deaconess Cheryl and I washed feet. Besides being a more and
more popular way Christians remember what Jesus did on the night in which he was
betrayed, footwashing is a prime example of Christian service. Even though it’s just
symbolic for those of us with socks, shoes, and showers, my experience of footwashing
is that it is inescapably personal, humbling, and physical—that is, it concerns our
vulnerable human bodies.
That idea of service epitomizes what the New Testament means by the Greek word
diakonia. Early Christians, united in fellowship (koinonia) through the body of Christ, in
turn cared for their neighbors‘ bodily needs. Diakonia was such a fundamental mark of
the church that it is applied to many kinds of service or ministry, from giving alms to the
poor to the apostles’ “serving the word” (Acts 6). There is no church without diakonia.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America recognizes the vital importance of diakonia
in lifting up both “ministers of word and sacrament” (also known as pastors) and
“ministers of word and service” (also known as deacons). (The Deaconess Community
(deaconesscommunity.org), to which our own Deaconess Cheryl belongs, is one leading
body of ministers dedicated to service.) The church needs both pastors to administer
the sacraments in the koinonia of the church and deacons to lead the church in service
in the world. Both are essential to who we are as the body of Christ.
And one thing leads to another. We are gifted and fed by Christ’s presence in Word
and Sacrament to strengthen us for diakonia in the world. Our service to others is
intimately related to our God-given selves and gifts: not impersonal service, but
personal; not service at arm’s length, but relational; not service to things or abstractions,
but to living, breathing human beings. In other words, our service is incarnational, just
like Christ’s service to us.
So how is your diakonia doing? How have you served your neighbor lately? In our
specialized society, it’s easy to imagine service is someone else’s job, or that writing a
check is the same as showing up. But the secret of diakonia is that it shows Christ’s love
not just to the person being served, but to the server. Seek out people who need help
not as problems to be solved but as people to learn about as you care for them. Accept
others’ help not as a last resort but as a chance to let them get closer to you. Bring
your testimony about it all back to church, that we may praise God with you. And as
with Maundy Thursday footwashing, know that in your service you are doing as Jesus
has done to you (John 13:15).
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 

Nevagay Abel, Neva & Don Abel,
Kelsey Dolan, Stu Hoffman, Lois
Johnson, Lisa Jones, Doris Kampfe,
Kevin Persaud, Carline Talmadge,
Ruby Watson, Ron Hunt, Alice Kundo, Annette
Aken, Helen Swanson, Doris Dohlen, David
Johnson (nephew of Dyvone Freburg), Phil
Armato (Patte Lund’s father), Mildred Anderson
(mother of Cheryl Erdmann), Lyle Solko, Don
Johnson (friend of Lyle & Phyllis Nelson),
Janet (Cheryl Erdmann’s deaconess sister), Carol
Triplett (friend of the Smalley and Wacker
families), LeAnn Dahl (daughter of Carol Dahl),
Charlotte (mother of Kay Brindle), Stacey &
Kevin Holder (Sally Schrader’s daughter and
son-in-law), Sally and Marcie Ramsey (friends of
Helen Swanson), Pastor Jane McChesney, Nancy
Brandt (sister of Kay Brindle), Bill Wolf (father
of John Wolf), Don Stinson (friend of Don & Neva
Abel), Myron Peterson (Mary Alice Peterson’s
father), Lois and Mike Virtue (friends of Scott &
Sue Francis), and the Stubbs family (missionaries in
Tanzania).
(Please review this list and let either Pastor Scott or the

July 3rd & 4th
In celebration of
Independence
Day the church
office will be
closed July 3rd & July 4th. It will
reopen at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday,
July 5th.
Have a safe week-end everyone.

Library News
Stop by the library and check
out one of our new audiobooks. Karl Anderson has
given the library money from his wife
Judy's memorial fund.
There is no library work day in July.

church office know when a name can be removed).

Want to be a member of the body of Christ here at
Shepherd of the Valley? Please speak with Pastor Scott
after worship if you would like to be received into our
community of faith.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Pastor Scott will be at Confirmation Camp at
LOMC July 20-21.
Pastor Scott will be on vacation July 24 - August 7.

There is no Senior event in July.
Beginning with this issue
of the Shepherd’s Staff a
copy of the approved
minutes from the council
meeting will be included.
Please let the church
office or Pastor Scott know if there are other
items you would like to see in the
newsletter.

Save the Date

August 19 beginning at 8:00 a.m. will be a
work day on the church property. Many
hands make the work go faster.
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Attendance statistics average are based on
the 5 weeks
May 28 - June 25
Average attendance: 67
Contributions average are based on
the 4 weeks
May 28 - June 18
Average weekly contributions:
Current & Benevolence $ 2,852.75
Building Fund - $ 467.25

YOUTH CONNECT
BONFIRE WORSHIPS
Two dates have been
set for bonfire
worship nights this
summer, Wednesday, July 12th and
Wednesday, August 9th, both from 6-8
pm at Christ Lutheran. These are open
to youth in high school and older.
There will be a fun game to start the
night (water gun fight in July and a
homemade escape room in August)
followed by snacks, fellowship, and
worship.
ANNUAL CHURCH
PICNIC


AUGUST 13
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Financial reports
Financial results as of May 31, 2017 and Year to date totals
C&B
C&B
C & B YTD C & B YTD
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
Income
$19,451.44 $17,325.00 $79,316.91 $80,125.00
$16,386.09 $15,187.25 $78,528.78 $78,357.77
Expense
Inc/exp
$3,065.35
$2,137.75
$788.13
$1,767.23
$2,025.23
$875.66
$4,409.86
$3,265.83
plus offsets
$5,090.58
$3,013.41
$5,197.99
$5,033.06
Net income
5/31/17
$12,193.56

C&B balance

Income
Expense
Net inc/exp

4/30/17
$7,102.98

Building
Building
BLD YTD
BLD YTD
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
$2,956.00
$2,233.00 $11,947.00 $11,167.00
$2,257.40
$2,257.40 $11,287.00 $11,287.00
$698.60

Building fund balance

-$24.40

$660.00

5/31/17
$18,825.25

4/30/17
$18,126.65

-$120.00

Please note: Financials run one month behind in the bulletin
Balance on our mortgage - $289285.33
I would like to challenge everyone to up your weekly giving
by $5. This is an increase from what I challenged at the Annual
Meeting. We have had some changes to pledged giving.
Your increased giving will help to cover the cost of
our expected expenses

Keeping Shepherd of the Valley up-to-date
Please be sure to let the office of Shepherd of the Valley
know when you have a change in address, phone
number or e-mail.

Nursery Job Opening

In scripture Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Luke 18:16
At this time Shepherd of the Valley is looking for someone to fill the position of Nursery Attendant.
The mission of the Nursery Attendant is to create a welcoming, safe and secure, clean nurturing
environment for children to that they will want to come to church and to the nursery.
The nursery attendant is responsible for the care of the children during the Sunday morning
worship time and additional designated activities.
There will also be opportunity for additional hours during the Christmas and Lenten holidays.
For the complete job description please call Peggy Wenstrom.
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Family to Family

Our council is supporting the opportunity for
our members to mentor a family that will be
making their home at The Grove at Keith
Creek housing development. This citywide
goal is to establish relationships by pairing a
team with a family to support their transition
to their new home. Consider being part of the
team! Speak with Pastor or Kris Tukker.

2017 City-Wide Church Picnic
Save the date to join your fellow Christians
from throughout the Rockford area for a Unity picnic on Saturday, August 12 from 1- 4 at
YMCA Camp Winnebago on North Main
Street. Together we'll build on last year's
record attendance and fun for all ages while
we get to know each other better as the body
of Christ for Rockford.
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More information on the kiosk.
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Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church (ELCA)
2715 S. Mulford Road, Rockford, IL 61109
Phone: 815-399-5503 E-mail: svlcsecretary@att.net
On The Web: www.shep61.org.
Office Hours, Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

Officers of the Congregation
President - Carol Bailey
Vice-President - Sherry Scheider
Secretary - Vicki Nitz
Treasurer - Phil Smalley
Congregation Council
Carol Bailey, Christian Education
Janette Erickson, Fellowship
Chad Farris, Property
Amy Kellogg, Youth Ministry
Vicki Nitz, Preschool
Sherry Scheider, Worship/Music
Kris Tukker, Social Ministry
Peggy Wenstrom, Personnel
Don Wiese, Finance
John Wolf, Stewardship
Deb Zandonatti, Outreach
Staff
The Rev. Scott Benolkin, Pastor
Judi Fields, Secretary
Linda Longardner, Organist
Phil Smalley, Treasurer
Susie Smalley, Music Coordinator
Patte Lund, Christian Education
Carol Dahl, Financial Secretary
Anita Ralston, Custodian
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