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Not. Yet! 
As Christians, we traffic a lot in five-letter words: Jesus; grace; peace; faith. We also 
have some powerful four-letter words in our vocabulary, including love and hope. 

But a three-letter word is looming large for me this Lent: “yet.” This three-letter word 
carries within it the power of transformation. For example, take a sentence like, “We 
can’t do that.” It’s an honest appraisal, albeit an appraisal of finality and limitation. 
Yet with the addition of that three-letter word, the same statement becomes, “We 
can’t do this yet.” No less honest, but suddenly open to the future, hopeful, even  
expecting change. 

In this year’s Triduum (a.k.a. “the Three Days” spanning our Lord’s passion and resur-
rection) we will begin with what is “not.” The cross of Good Friday represents death, 
crushed hopes, pain and loss, forsakenness. God, to those mocking the crucified, is 
not there and certainly not there to save. But to what appears “not” we add that 
“yet.” It appears yet on Good Friday when we meditate on the life-giving mystery of 
the cross (the “good” in “Good Friday”). It blooms fully on Easter, as on Saturday 
night and Sunday morning we recognize that God’s “yet” is resurrection. 

And so it remains in our life together. There is death within us and among us. This is 
an honest appraisal. And yet we are in the Spirit that raised Jesus and someday will 
raise us, too. That Spirit has yet more in store for you in your life and for God’s  
people at Harrison and Mulford. For almost two thousand Easters, that Spirit has kept 
adding “yet” to the end of our honest appraisals, keeping us and all of God’s church 
open to the future, hopeful, even expecting change. 

How will that happen for you, for us, this year? How do we reconnect to our “yet”? 
As always, we will worship together, hearing again the old, old story and receiving 
God’s grace anew. Yet I believe the Spirit is also calling us this year to see ourselves 
anew in the first generation of Christians in the Spirit. In May I’m inviting us to read 
and pray through the book of Acts together in groups of three (cf. Matthew 18). 
When we do that we will experience in God’s Word together how the Spirit added 
“yet” after “yet” to the experience of the first Christians. And in the process, we might 
even start noticing how that Spirit is working in our lives and calling us into the future 
together. As Jesus reminds us in John 3, “The wind blows where it chooses, and you 
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it 
is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” We do not know where the Spirit’s leading 
us. Yet. 
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   IN OUR PRAYERS   
  

Nevagay Abel,  Don Abel, Kelsey 

Dolan,  Stu Hoffman, Lois Johnson,  

Lisa Jones, Doris Kampfe, Roy 
Kloweit, Kevin Persaud, Carline Talmadge,   

Ruby Watson,  Ron Hunt, Alice Kundo, David 

Johnson (nephew of Dyvone  Freburg),   
Mildred Anderson (mother of Cheryl Erdmann),  

Pr. Paul Garchow (friend of the Lund family), 

Lyle Solko, Don Johnson (friend of Lyle &  
Phyllis Nelson),  Kristin  Haren (daughter of Adolph 

Wacker),  Janet  (Cheryl  Erdmann’s deaconess  

sister), Carol Triplett (friend of the Smalley and 
Wacker families), LeAnn Dahl  (daughter of Carol 

Dahl),  family of Deb Zandonatti,  Caleb Wood  

(grandson of  Al and  Phyllis Johnson, serving in 

the military in Iraq),  Charlotte  (mother of Kay 
Brindle),  Steve Welter (brother of Susie Smalley),  

Mackenzie & Jake (friends of Laurie Pellant), 

Stacey & Kevin Holder (Sally Schrader’s  
daughter and son-in-law), Jordan Horvath 

(grandson of Ann & Martin Honer), Sally and  

Marcie Ramsey (friends of  Helen Swanson), 
Pastor Jane McChesney,  Ilse (sister of Adolph 

Wacker), Nancy Brandt (sister of Kay Brindle),  

family of Joann Vogt (sister of Brian Carpen-
ter), Bill Wolf (father of John Wolf), Joe 

Usiewicz (brother of Sue Francis), Don Stinson 

(friend of Don & Neva Abel), and the Stubbs  
family (missionaries in  Tanzania).  
   

(Please review this list and let either Pastor Scott or the 
church office know when a name can be removed). 
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Save the date 

  

Vacation Bible school 

  

June 19th - 23rd. 

  

Mark your calendars. 

The 3 & 4 year old 
classes had fun trying 
to catch the  
Leprechaun that 

seemed to like mess-
ing up the classroom and turning the milk 

green.  He was very nice though and left 

them some gold pieces (candy) on his last 
visit to the classroom. 

Want to be a member of the body of Christ here at 

Shepherd of the Valley?  Please speak with Pastor 

Scott after worship if you would like to be           

received into our community of faith at Easter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again we will be serving as a  

polling place for the election  Tuesday,  

April 4.  Please sign up in the Narthex to  

either provide treats or to greet our 

neighbors. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIXv_8iw8cYCFQZ6PgodOaoOAg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.friendsofprayer.co.uk%2F&ei=4-6wVcXxAob0-QG51LoQ&bvm=bv.98476267,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNGlN4h5j-cI5DB707wiuOnV0dpKX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiwg-mqj4DOAhUk5IMKHS8EDscQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartsign.com%2Fimage%2F16292%2F&bvm=bv.127521224,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFUk3xyQ5Hx-E1RXEP-YbgYVgRFyA&ust=1469038021
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Financial reports 

 

Attendance statistics average are based on the 4 weeks  
February 26 - March 19 (includes Ash Wednesday) 

 
Average attendance -  78 

 
 

Contributions average are based on  
the 4 weeks  

February 26 - March 19  
Average weekly contributions:  

Current & Benevolence -  $  3,190.25 
                      Building Fund -  $     644.75 

      

Holy Week Schedule 

 

Palm Sunday, April  9, will be our  

regular worship service with Holy 

Communion at 9:30 a.m.  Service begins 

in the memory garden. 
 

Easter egg hunt after worship. 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 13, Worship 

with Holy Communion at 7:00 p.m. 

and stripping of the altar. 
 

Good Friday, April 14,  

service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 15,  

Service with Holy Communion at  

8:30 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 16,  worship  

services  with Holy Communion at 8:15 

and 10:45 a.m. with Easter breakfast be-
tween the services. 
 

Make your plans now to join the  

journey to the cross and celebrate our 
risen Lord with us. 

 

Financial results as of January 31, 2017 and Year to date totals 

  C & B C & B C & B YTD C & B YTD 

  Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $12,617.96 $13,325.00 $28,280.53 $28,650.00 

Expense $15,404.73 $15,538.00 $29,453.77 $30,017.70 

Inc/exp -$2,786.77 -$2,213.00 -$1,173.24 -$1,367.70 

plus offsets  $484.91 $487.50 $856.91 $867.50 

plus interest $0.67 $0.67 $1.39 $1.33 

Net income -$2,301.19 -$1,724.83 -$314.94 -$498.87 

       

   2/28/17 1/31/17   

C&B balance   $6,680.63  $8,981.82    

       

  Building Building BLD YTD BLD YTD 

  Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $2,184.00 $2,233.00 $4,218.00 $4,467.00 

Expense $2,257.40  $2,257.40 $4,524.80  $4,514.80  

Net inc/exp -$73.40 -$24.40 -$306.80 -$47.80 

       

   2/28/17 1/31/17   

Building fund balance  $17,868.45 $17,941.85   

       

Please note: Financials run one month behind in the bulletin 

Balance on our mortgage - $292,374.94    

I would like to challenge everyone to up your weekly  giving  

by $5.  This is an increase from what I challenged at the Annual 

Meeting.  We have had some changes to pledged giving. 

Your increased giving will help to cover the cost of  

our expected expenses       



SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

Through March and into April 
we are collecting 8 ounce  

biodegradable disposable 
coffee cups for Carpenter’s Place.  

We will also continued to support of Rock 

House Kids with meals and other collections. 

On April 22
nd

 we will be helping at RALM”S 

Becca’s Closet. 
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Library News-The library is  
expanding its collection of audio 
books and music for comfort or  
enjoyment.  We hope you will stop 
by and see the new titles soon. 
 

There will be no Library work day in April. 

 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday, April 25, we will meet at church at 
9:30 a.m. and carpool to visit Nicholas  
Conservatory.  There will be a $3.00 entry fee to 
the conservatory.   
 

We have reservations for lunch at The  
Rathskeller.  Be sure to sign up on the  kiosk.   

The Easter bunny has 

hidden eggs outside 
Moline Hall.   There 

will be areas set up for 

the under 4 year old 
group,  the 5-7 year 

olds, and  the  

8-11 year olds.  Adults 

can grab coffee and a treat while the kids hunt 

for eggs.   
 

The Fellowship Committee will be accepting 

items to fill the eggs; candy, tattoos, rings, 
small toys, etc. 

Easter Breakfast will 
once again be served 
on  Sunday, April 16, 
between services.   
 

Pancakes 

Scrambled Eggs 

Sausage 

Fruit & Rolls 

Coffee, juice, milk 

 

Suggested donation is $5.00 per person or 
$15.00 per family.  Kids under 5 are free. 

Sign up in the Narthex. 
 
Come and enjoy breakfast with old and new 
friends.  

Easter Garden 

 

Order your Easter  

flowers and Palm branches 

by April 2.   
 

Palms are $9.00 a bunch. 
 

Daffodils & Tulips are $10.00 each. 
 

You can call Sherry Scheider  

815-332-8281) to order. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.immanueljackson.org%2Fimages%2Fcharity.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.immanueljackson.org%2Fsocialministry.html&docid=kAi-SHIMg9DenM&tbnid=tIPzkVPqdG9hlM%3A&w=150&h=151&ei=SC8QVeuSHqHfsATgioDADQ&ved=0
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AROUND THE TOWN 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwieqIG66__NAhWDz4MKHWJXC9IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.meadowsbaptist.com%2Ftrunk-or-treat-oct-31st-600pm%2F&bvm=bv.127521224,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFZcnb8T1jfdpMTjhtanB


MARCH 2017    SHEPHERD’S STAFF                 PAGE  6 

First Lutheran 
Church invites 
the women of 
North Confer-
ence to a brunch 
on Saturday, 
April 1st at First 
Lutheran Church, 

9:30-noon. 
 

The speaker will be Rev. Karla Garcia, 
an AME pastor serving a congrega-
tion in Madison, who is an inspira-
tional speaker and author, as well as 
a regular voice on SOAR Radio, 
"Radiant Life" on Saturdays.  The fo-
cus will be on women and our leader-
ship in the community as we help to 
raise the children of our community 
in healthy relationships, faith devel-
opment, and responsible living. 
 

The Park Players will be serving the 
brunch and sharing their experiences 
as Park Players and how that has en-
riched their lives. 
 

There will be a free will offering re-
ceived, as well as an opportunity to 
support the Park Players program 
through adopting a Park Players for 
this summer's programming.  It will 
be helpful for meal planning to have 
rsvp's from our congregations. 
 

You may do that by calling First Lu-
theran Church, 815/962-6691 or 
emailing Raye Stone, 
rdstone68@comcast.net. 
 

Registration is at 9:30, with brunch at 
9:45, followed by music and our 
speaker. 
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Two opportunities to meet the ELCA’s Presiding Bishop  

North Conference Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting of the North Conference  Northern Illinois Synod will be April 23, 2017 at GPS 
Faith Community,  10714 N 2nd St, Machesney Park Illinois beginning at 4:00 p.m.  Everyone is en-
couraged to attend. 

 



Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

2715 S. Mulford Road, Rockford, IL 61109 

Phone:  815-399-5503  E-mail:  svlcsecretary@att.net 

On The Web:  www.shep61.org.  

Office Hours,  Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED 
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Officers of the Congregation 

President -  Carol Bailey 

Vice-President -  Sherry Scheider 

Secretary -  Vicki Nitz 

Treasurer -  Phil Smalley 

 

Congregation Council 

Carol Bailey, Christian Education 
Janette Erickson, Fellowship 

Chad Farris, Property 

Amy Kellogg, Youth Ministry 

Vicki Nitz, Preschool 

Sherry Scheider, Worship/Music 

Kris Tukker, Social Ministry 

Peggy Wenstrom, Personnel 

Don Wiese,  Finance 

John Wolf, Stewardship 

Deb Zandonatti, Outreach 
 

 

Staff 

The Rev. Scott Benolkin, Pastor 

Judi Fields, Secretary 

Linda Longardner, Organist 

Phil Smalley, Treasurer 

Susie Smalley, Music Coordinator 

Patte Lund, Christian Education 

Carol Dahl, Financial Secretary 

Anita Ralston, Custodian 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday, April  9, worship service with Holy Communion 
will begin in the Memory Garden at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 13, Worship with Holy Communion at 
7:00 p.m. and stripping of the altar. 
 

Good Friday, April 14, service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 15, Service with Holy Communion 
at 8:30 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 16,  worship services  with Holy Commun-

ion at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. with Easter breakfast between the ser-

vices. 
 

Make your plans now to join the  journey to the cross and celebrate 

our risen Lord with us. 

 


