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On the Way to Unity in Christ
School has started, and autumn will be here before we know it. But beyond the typical
trappings of this season, this year will bring a particular emphasis on the Reformation.
Beginning on Reformation Sunday in October, the world will be counting down to the
five-hundredth anniversary of Martin Luther’s publication of the Ninety-five Theses, the act
that started the Reformation. As with previous centennials of the Reformation (more on that
later), this one will make a difference that might not be obvious right away.
But actually, it has already started to make a difference, in the form of a remarkable document
called the “Declaration on the Way” (http://www.elca.org/Declaration-on-the-Way), written by
American Catholic and Lutheran (ELCA) theologians. It was officially accepted at August’s
ELCA Churchwide Assembly in New Orleans. As you’ll see from the assembly report later in
this newsletter, it consists of “32 ‘Statements of Agreement’ that state where Lutherans and
Catholics do not have church-dividing differences on topics about church, ministry and the
Eucharist. The document also presents the differences that remain.”
What that blurb does not mention is the decades of context that made it possible. Just as part of
our calling as a congregation is to build relationships with our neighbors and our sisters and
brothers in Christ, so your churchwide expression of the Lutheran Church—thanks to your
mission support—has long been engaged in dialog with other churches. In some cases, this has
led to agreements of “full communion,” with each church recognizing the essential unity
between them. So at least in the ways that matter for us as Lutherans (Word and Sacrament),
we in the ELCA are united with Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Methodists, Moravians,
Reformed Christians, and the United Church of Christ.
In the case of the Roman Catholic Church, American Lutherans have been in dialog with them
since the 1960s. This has resulted in many reports (several of which you may find in your
pastor’s office) filled with joint statements and illuminating background essays about different
aspects of the faith.
In the Declaration on the Way, Catholics and Lutherans have compiled all of the stuff we agree
on and the stuff we still don’t agree on into one document. And as it turns out, when all of
those points come together, there’s a lot that we agree on relative to what we disagree on.
Without minimizing real disagreements, the Declaration shows how far our dialog has come
and paves the way for an even better future.
What difference does it make to us? Someday—even before Jesus returns!—it could lead to
common worship and mission with our Roman Catholic sisters and brothers. For now, it’s a
powerful Conversation-starter as Catholics and Lutherans approach the Reformation’s 500th
anniversary. Moreover, it’s a sign that Luther’s intent, that the gospel of Jesus Christ remain at
the center of the whole Christian Church, is perhaps closer to reality now than at any time
since he posted his theses.
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 
Nevagay Abel, Kelsey Dolan, Bob
Fritz, Don Abel, Kevin Persaud, Mary
Ann Hopper, Doris Kampfe, Roy
Kloweit, Lisa Jones, Keith Talmadge,
Stu Hoffman, The Lund family,
Dyvone Freburg, Ruby Watson, Phyllis Johnson,
the family of Rita Swenson, Dan Webber (friend of
Bruce Solko), David Johnson (nephew of Dyvone
Freburg), Mildred Anderson (mother of Cheryl
Erdmann), Robert Kibble (brother of Vee Kerley),
Pastor Paul Garchow (friend of the Lund family),
Barb Schafer (friend of Phil & Susie Smalley), Carl
Every (friend of Susie Smalley), Lyle Solko, Don
Johnson (friend of Lyle & Phyllis Nelson), Pastor
Nord Swanstrom., John Schrouck (friend of Don &
Neva Abel and Hugh & Linda DeGroff), Cortney
Stevens (neighbor of Don & Neva Abel), Chuck &
family (friend of Rhoda Fox), Kathy Frank (friend of
Don & Neva Abel’s), Libby’s son Noah (friend of
Laurie & Mark Pellant), the family of Ed Abel (Don
Abel’s brother), the Parrotte family, the family of
Margaret Wiltang (Linda Longardner’s aunt), and
our homebound church members.
(Please review this list and let either Pastor Scott or the church office
know when a name can be removed ).

Want to join in the fellowship of the Lord’s
Supper? Please speak with Pastor Scott
after worship if you or your child would like to receive First Communion on All Saints
Sunday, November 6.
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SAVE THE DATES
September 11 - Rally Day
September 11 - Sounds from the Sanctuary @
First Lutheran - Captivating Keyboards
September 17 - WELCA Annual Convention @
Immanuel, Yorkville
September 24 - 10:00 am Installation of Bishop Jeff
Clements. @ First Lutheran
Reception to follow @ OSLC
September 27 - Senior Lunch
October 1 - 2:00 pm Tea with Women of the Muslim
Community Center
October 8 - 9:00 am Ecumenical Brunch @
St. Bernadette Church
October 14-15 - Pictures
October 16 - CROP Walk
October 30 - Trunk or Treat
October 30 - Confirmation of William Scheider
November 6 - First Communion
Want to be a member of the body of Christ here
at Shepherd of the Valley? Please speak with
Pastor Scott after worship if you would like to be
received into our community of faith on All
Saints Sunday, November 6.

Library News

There will be a library work day on
September 13th at 9:00 am.

Sept. 11th

11:00 am

Register for Sunday school, take part in fun inter-generational crafts and activities,
enjoy delicious snacks and fellowship. Don't miss out!!
We will need some help from you, the congregation. We need sticks from 4 to 10 inches long,
1/4 to 1/2 inch in diameter to make God's Eyes.
We will also be donating care packages for homeless pets and are looking for various pet toys and treats.
Please bring items to the narthex, we will have baskets labelled for donations.

Please join us. This is fun for the whole family!!
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Social Ministry
Thank you to all who helped by donating money and making lunches for the
Habitat for Humanity volunteers. We provided 60 lunches!
We are busy making fleece blankets for Rock House Kids. We have
volunteers purchasing and donating fleece, preparing fleece, and tying the
blankets. We will continue to have volunteers tie blankets during the
fellowship time after Sunday services. In September the blankets will be
blessed and delivered to Rock House Kids.
Church Directory
Mark your calendars for October 14-15 and November 11-12 for
picture days at Shepherd of the Valley. Information on how to
schedule your appointment will be coming soon.

The annual Fall Bonfire at the Bailey’s, (8321 Blomberg Road, Cherry
Valley) is scheduled for Saturday night, October 1, from 6pm to 9pm.
Hot Dogs and s’mores will be cooked on the fire. There will also be
hot apple cider and snacks. Bring chair bags for seating.
See signup sheet in narthex

Trunk or Treat 2016 will be held again in the church parking lot on Sunday
October 30th from 3:00pm to 4:30pm. Invite family and friends to come in
costume to trick or treat among the decorated and spooky cars. Hot chocolate,
cider, and popcorn provided. Sign up in the narthex to enter your car.

Pastor Scott has
been our Pastor for a
year. Come
celebrate on Sunday
September 18th
during fellowship
hour.

Thanks to all those
who helped with this
years annual picnic on
August 14. It was a
beautiful day with
about 30 in attendance
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We extend our sympathy to:
the family of Mary Lofquist who passed
away July 28. Her funeral service was
August 7 at the church,
to the family of Rita Swenson who
passed away August 21. Her funeral
service was August 24 at the church,
to the family of Ed Abel (brother of Don
Abel) who passed away August 21 in
Pennsylvania,
to the students and faculty at Lutheran
High School and the Parotte family on
the passing of a senior high student.
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Financial reports
Financial results as of July 31, 2016 and Year to date totals
C&B
C&B
C & B YTD C & B YTD
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
Income
$15,825.97 $14,886.67 $110,059.35 $106,721.66
$15,716.75 $15,193.95 $115,000.52 $110,203.12
Expense
Inc/exp
$109.22
-$307.28 -$4,941.17
-$3,481.46
plus offsets
$1,067.40
$500.00 $11,125.11
$3,770.00
$0.65
$0.67
$4.57
$4.67
plus interest
$1,177.27
$193.39
$6,188.51
$293.21
Net income

May these families feel the comfort of
Gods love as they mourn.
Shepherd of the Valley Preschool will
be starting soon. The 3 year olds
return on Tuesday, September 6 and
the 4 year olds return on Wednesday,
September 7.
We are looking forward to another
GREAT school year.
In preparation of the 500th anniversary
of the Reformation, we will be hosting
a Reformation 500 Bookstore
beginning October 25 through
November 5.
There will be a selection of books
available for you to order and take
home at 50% off retail price. The
actual books will be placed in our
library at no cost.
These books are specifically chosen to
help us learn the history of the
Reformation and Martin Luther’s
writings, and their impact on
Christianity today.
Mark your calendars for this
Reformation 500 event.

7/31/16
$2,688.01

C&B balance

to Betty Morsch on the passing of her
son, Jack,
to Linda Longardner on the passing of
her aunt, Margaret Wiltang.
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Income
Expense
Net inc/exp

6/30/16
$1,510.74

Building
Building
Bld YTD
Bld YTD
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
$2,392.50
$2,428.00 $14,903.00 $15,997.00
$2,257.40
$2,257.40 $15,791.80 $15,801.80
$135.10

Building fund balance

$170.60

-$888.80

7/31/16
$19,672.25

6/30/16
$19,537.15

$195.20

Please note: Financials run one month behind in the bulletin
Also note: The second installment cost $4600 and we have paid
$1504 of this bill as of 7/31/2016
Balance on our mortgage - $299405.95

Attendance statistics average are based on the 4 weeks
July 31 - August 21:
Average attendance - 77
Contributions average are based on the 4 weeks
July 24 - August 14 :
Average weekly contributions:
Current & Benevolence - $ 3,336.62
Building Fund $ 460.62

SENIOR LUNCH AND GAMES-Tuesday,
September 27 at Noon. Please bring your own
lunch. Beverage and dessert will be provided.
Look for more information and sign up on the
Kiosk.
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Installation of the Rev. Jeffrey Clements as
Third Bishop of the Northern Illinois Synod

By the Grace of God

The Rev. H. Jeffrey A. Clements
is called as the third bishop of the

Northern Illinois Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
He will be installed
at a festive service of Holy Communion
Saturday, the twenty-fourth of September, two thousand sixteen
at ten o’clock in the morning.

First Lutheran Church
225 South Third Street
Rockford, Illinois

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
will preside and preach
Your prayers and presence are requested.
Reception immediately following the service will be held at
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Shepherd’s Gate
3301 Corbridge Avenue
Rockford Illinois
Rostered leaders are invited to vest and process. Please RSVP to Rev. Robert Franek, Director of the Liturgy, if you plan to process (time and
place of the rehearsal for this procession will be emailed to those who have said they will be present). To ensure your timely arrival, please be
parked and on the bus at Our Savior’s by 8:15 am. RSVP for general attendees is not necessary.
PLEASE NOTE: persons with disabilities and those leading the worship may park at First Lutheran. All other worship attendees are asked to park
at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 3300 Rural Street, Rockford. Bus transportation will be provided from Our Savior’s to First Lutheran and back
again at the conclusion of the installation. The reception at Our Savior’s will include a light lunch, thus making it possible for participants to return home immediately after its conclusion. Please plan on being on the buses at Our Savior’s no later than 9:00 am to insure that all persons will
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ELCA Churchwide Assembly key actions
CHICAGO (Aug.16, 2016) – Voting members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
approved a number of key actions during the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly held in New Orleans
Aug. 8-13. The assembly is the highest legislative authority of the church.
The 945 voting members:
 Elected William B. Horne II of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Clearwater, Fla., vice president of the
ELCA. Horne was installed during closing worship Aug. 13.
 Accepted the “Declaration on the Way,” a unique ecumenical document that marks a path toward
greater unity between Catholics and Lutherans. At the heart of the document are 32 "Statements of
Agreement" that state where Lutherans and Catholics do not have church-dividing differences on topics about church, ministry and the Eucharist. The document also presents the differences that remain.
 Approved AMMPARO – the ELCA’s strategy to Accompany Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. The ELCA developed this strategy based on commitments to
uphold and guarantee the basic human rights and safety of migrant children and their families; to address the root causes of migration in countries from Central America’s Northern Triangle and Mexico
and the treatment of migrants in transit; to work toward just and humane policies affecting migrants in
and outside the U.S.; to engage as a church with all of its companions, affiliates and partners to respond to the migration situation and its causes; and to advocate for migrant children and their families.
 Approved the Ministry of Word and Service roster. Beginning Jan. 1, 2017, ELCA associates in ministry, deaconesses and diaconal ministers will be a single, unified roster of Ministry of Word and Service. The accompanying constitutional amendments related to the roster were also considered and approved by the assembly.
 Approved the 2017-2019 budget proposal. The budget includes a 2017 current fund spending authorization of $65,296,005 and a 2017 ELCA World Hunger spending authorization of $24.8 million; a
2018 current fund income proposal of $64,057,220 and a 2018 ELCA World Hunger income proposal
of $25 million; a 2019 current fund income proposal of $64,151,175 and a 2019 ELCA World Hunger
income proposal of $25 million; and authorizes the Church Council to establish a spending authorization after periodic review of revised income estimates.

Approved various memorials – or proposals – from the ELCA’s 65 synods. In addition to memorials
considered “en bloc,” the assembly separately approved the following: deepening relationships with
historic Black churches; toward a responsible energy future; repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery;
peace with justice in the Holy Land; justice for the Holy Land through responsible investment; African Descent Lutherans; call to discernment on U.S. foreign and military policy; welcoming refugees;
and supporting military personnel, veterans and their families.
 Elected members to serve on: Church Council, Portico Benefits Services, Mission Investment Fund,
Augsburg Fortress, Committee on Appeals, Committee on Discipline and Nominating Committee.


Adopted amendments to the ELCA Constitution, Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions.
Legislative updates are available at download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/
Legislative_Updates_for_the_2016_Churchwide_Assembly.pdf.
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The ladies of Shepherd of the Valley have invited the Women of the Muslim Community Center to tea
on October 1, 2016, at 2:00 pm. The committee is calling on all the ladies of Shepherd of the Valley
to help and to attend. This is our chance to thank them for all the times they have invited us to their
programs. There will soon be a sign-up sheet in the kiosk.
It should be a nice time to learn about them and have them learn about us, too.

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church (ELCA)
2715 S. Mulford Road, Rockford, IL 61109
Phone: 815-399-5503 E-mail: svlcsecretary@att.net
On The Web: www.shep61.org.
Office Hours, Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

Officers of the Congregation
President - Janette Erickson
Vice-President - Kay Brindle
Secretary - Vicki Nitz
Treasurer - Phil Smalley
Congregation Council
Carol Bailey, Christian Education
Kay Brindle, Outreach
Janette Erickson, Fellowship
Chad Farris, Property
Amy Kellogg, Youth Ministry
Robert Maness, Finance
Vicki Nitz, Preschool
Laurie Pellant, Social Ministry
Sherry Scheider, Worship/Music
Bruce Solko, Personnel
John Wolf, Stewardship
Staff
The Rev. Scott Benolkin, Pastor
Judi Fields, Secretary
Linda Longardner, Organist
Phil Smalley, Treasurer
Susie Smalley, Music Director
Patte Lund, Christian Education.
Carol Dahl, Financial Secretary
Anita Ralston, Custodian

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
11:00 AM
EVERYONE WELCOME
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