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The first Sunday after the first full moon of spring—approximately the date of Easter—
comes early this year, which means Ash Wednesday and Lent are almost upon us.
While you might associate Lent with omitting exclamations of praise (boxing up the
“Alleluias”) and singing hymns with a more contemplative bent, Sundays themselves are
actually in Lent, not of Lent, offering a break from Monday-through-Saturday struggles.
Rather, Lent is that daily struggle: a day-in and day-out focus on Christ and the daily dying
and rising that is our baptism in Christ. At least as much as any other time of year,
Lent is a reminder that our life in Christ is inseparable from our life as in our worldly
vocations, among our neighbors, as forgiven sinners.
As such we depend on the gracious, forgiving Word of God. On Sundays we hear that
word preached to us and the body and blood of Christ offered to us. Between Sundays
we avail ourselves of God’s word in other ways, including the practice of daily prayer.
To aid in this practice, which can take many forms, I have found the church’s daily
lectionaries especially helpful.
You may be aware that on Sundays we have a lectionary—the name for a consistent
schedule of scripture readings and for a book that contains scripture readings in that order.
The church also offers daily lectionaries for our daily prayers. The tables include present
February Lenten readings from two such lectionaries with somewhat different focuses.
The first table follows the daily lectionary you can find in the back of our hymnal
(p. 1121ff.). Supplying the readings for ELCA resources like Christ in Our Home,
Bread for the Day, and http://elca.org/Faith/DailyBible, it is ideal for deepening your focus
on the readings for Sunday. The readings for Thursday through Saturday relate to the
coming Sunday’s readings, while Monday through Wednesday readings provide additional
connections to the Sunday just past.
On the other hand, that laser focus on Sunday readings comes at a cost. Skipping around
the Bible with the Sunday readings makes it harder to read the narrative sections of the
Bible as the unfolding stories they are. Also, focusing on Sunday’s psalm means much
of the Psalms, the prayer book of the Bible, goes unused. For that reason, the second table
provides options for a more full use of scripture and of psalms, canticles (Biblical songs
outside of Psalms), and ELW hymns. This draws especially on the daily lectionary that
was shared by the green Lutheran Book of Worship and the Episcopal Church’s Book of
Common Prayer.
These are offered as potential starting points for your connection to God’s word this Lent—
if you find them helpful, let me know. In addition, please join us for Holy Communion on
Ash Wednesday and for simple suppers and evening prayer on subsequent Wednesdays in
Lent. Especially this Lent, may you be reminded daily of who you are and whose you are.
You are Christ’s, and nothing, not even death, can separate you from his love.
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 

Nevagay Abel, Kelsey Dolan, Lois Johnson,
Don Abel, Kevin Persaud, Mary Ann Hopper,
Doris Kampfe, Maralyn & Roy Kloweit, Keith
Talmadge, Lisa Jones, Dan Webber (friend of
Bruce Solko), Marge Rhodes (friend of Don &
Neva Abel), David Johnson (nephew of Dyvone
Freburg), Mildred Anderson (mother of Cheryl
Erdmann), Robert Kibble (brother of Vee Kerley),
Pastor Paul Garchow (friend of the Lund family),
Barb Rose & Julaine Lofquist-Birch (Jerry
Lofquist’s sisters), Barb Schafer (friend of Phil &
Susie Smalley), Carl Every (friend of Susie
Smalley), Glenn & Harold Peterson (brother &
father of LaVon Downing), Rita Swenson (sister of
Graydon Anderson), Elsie Janson (sister of Ruth
Anderson), Donna Koster (friend of Nevagay
Abel), Charlotte LaForce, and our homebound
church members
(Please review this list and let either Pastor Scott or the church

GOOD NEWS BIBLES
OLD “GREEN” HYMNALS
FREE
ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX
HELP YOURSELF

SENIOR LUNCHEON-February 23 at Noon.
This will be a soup luncheon. Please bring
either a chicken or beef based can of
soup. There will be a sign-up on the kiosk
for you to help with either bread/crackers or
dessert. Paper products and beverage will
be provided. Following lunch, we will play
BUNCO.
All seniors and their friends are invited.
LIBRARY NEWS
Library Work Day-Tuesday
February 9 at 9:00.
Please look at the display of
books in the narthex that
will educate you about our Muslim neighbors
as well as other world religions.

Shelves in the library will have books that
relate to Black History Month.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7th
9:30 am
The youth of Shepherd of the Valley
will take over the worship service.
Come worship with them.
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LUTHER COLLEGE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

The Luther College Symphony Orchestra will perform at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
3300 Rural St., Rockford, on Tuesday, February 2, at 7:30 pm. The performance features works by
Debussy, Borodin and Dvorak. There will be a freewill offering to benefit Luther Orchestra.
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2016 Offering Envelopes
In 2016, Offering Envelopes are being
sent directly to members’ homes.
They will be mailed to you quarterly.
The first mailing was for January,
February and March. This change
will help save time and money for the
church. If you haven’t received your
envelopes by Jan 4, please call the
church office.
PRESCHOOL NEWS
Upon returning to class
after the Christmas
break, both classes had
fun sharing with their classmates an item
they received at Christmas. The 3 & 4
year old classes have enjoyed learning
about ice; how it is made and how its
physical appearance can be changed by
using warm water and salt water.
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FINANCIAL REPORTS
Financial results as of December ber 31 , 2015 and Year End totals
C&B
C&B
C & B Yr End C & B Yr End
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
Income
$19,296.20 $19,264.59 $183,428.42 $176,425.00
$20,255.25 $19,897.38 $213,497.88 $200,915.00
Expense
-$959.05
-$632.79 -$30,069.46 -$24,490.00
Inc/exp
plus offsets
$6,888.16
$4,130.00 $24,212.10
$8,450.00
$0.63
$0.67
$8.05
$8.00
plus interest
$5,929.74
$3,497.88 -$5,849.31 -$16,032.00
Net income
12/31/15
($3,539.41)

C&B balance

Income
Expense
Net inc/exp

11/30/15
($9,580.71)

Building
Building
Bld Yr End Bld Yr End
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
$2,910.00
$2,360.00 $27,735.00 $27,036.00
$2,257.40
$2,257.40
26,988.80
27,088.80
$652.60

Building fund balance

$102.60

$746.20

12/31/15
$20,561.05

11/30/15
$19,913.45

-$52.80

Please note: Financials run one month behind in the bulletin
Also note: The second installment cost $4600 and we have paid
$1494 of this bill as of 12/31/15
Balance on our mortgage - $306,233.96

Registration for the 2016-2017 school
year will begin in February. Stay tuned
for the date of the Open House.

Attendance statistics are based on the 4 weeks
January 3 - January 24
Average weekly worship attendance:: 93
Contributions are based on the 4 weeks

SOCIAL MINISTRY
We will be continuing our collection of clothing for
infants through 18 year olds and games for those
ages as well. These items will be donated to Safe
Families for Children which offer volunteer families
to host vulnerable children living in distress. This
provides a place of safety and caring for children
and keeps them out of the foster care system while
their adult family members receive support until
their families can be reunited.
A staff member from Safe Families for Children will
be coming to SVLC to share information about the
ministry.

Average weekly contributions:
January 3 - January 24
Current & Benevolence - $ 2,905.42
Building Fund - $ 287.00

FEBRUARY

SHEPHERD’S STAFF

PAGE 5

Souper Bowl of Caring is dedicated to tackling all of the issues
that exist in your communities, including poverty, hunger and
homelessness.
Since 1990, young people have been leading the charge and inspiring
others to collect dollars and food in the weeks leading up to the Big
Game. Teaming up with local partners, these groups give 100% of donations to local charities,
changing the nation’s largest weekend of football into the largest weekend of caring.

Did you know?
48 million Americans live in poverty?
1 in 7 Americans face hunger every day?
More than 630,000 people in the United States are homeless?
23% of those struggling went to college?
Or that 16 million children live in food insecure households?
On Sunday, February 7 the youth at Shepherd of the Valley will be collecting donations for the
local pantries.

Service for Ash Wednesday, February 10th, is at 7pm.
Beginning Wednesday, February 17th and going through
March 16th, we will have 'simple supper' meals followed by the
Holden Evening Prayer service. The suppers begin at 6pm with the
service following at 7 pm.
February 17 - The Lord's Supper and Forgiveness
February 24 - The Lord's Supper and Flesh
March 2 - The Lord's Supper and Fellowship
March 9 - The Lord's Supper and Food
March 16 - The Lord's Supper and the Future
“For I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me” - Matthew 25:35
During Lent the offerings from the simple suppers and the Sunday services will go towards the
purchase of a simple water well. The cost of a simple water well is $2,500 and will be purchased
through one of the development projects of ELCA World Hunger.

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church (ELCA)
2715 S. Mulford Road, Rockford, IL 61109
Phone: 815-399-5503 E-mail: svlcsecretary@att.net
On The Web: www.shep61.org.
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

Office Hours
Monday—Thursday
8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
2015 Church Council
Kay Brindle, Outreach
Carol Dahl, Financial Secretary
Janette Erickson, Vice President &
Fellowship
Chad Farris, Property
Amy Kellogg, Youth Ministry
Lena Lund, Youth Representative
Robert Maness, Finance
Vicki Nitz, Preschool
Laurie Pellant, Social Ministry
Sally Schrader, Christian Education
Phil Smalley, Treasurer
Bruce Solko, Personnel
Bev Wacker, Worship/Music
John Wolf, Stewardship
Terri Woodcock, Secretary
Staff
The Rev. Scott Benolkin, Pastor
Judi Fields, Secretary
Linda Longardner, Organist
Phil Smalley, Treasurer
Susie Smalley, Music Director
Diane Kirkland, Bell Director
Patte Lund, Christian Education.
Carol Dahl, Financial Secretary
Anita Ralston, Custodian

2016 LENTEN SCHEDULE
February 10 - Ash Wednesday
Bible Study (9:30 am)
Worship with Communion & Imposition of Ashes (7:00 pm)
Wednesday, February 17, 24, March 2, 9, 16
Bible Study – 9:30 am
Simple Soup Supper – 6:00 pm
Mid-week Worship – 7:00 pm
March 20 – Palm Sunday – 9:30 am
Worship with Communion & Procession of Palms
March 24 – Maundy Thursday – 7:00 pm
Worship with Communion & Stripping of the Altar
March 25 – Good Friday – 7:00 pm
A Service of Tenebrae
March 27 – Easter Festival Worship
7:30 am & 9:30 am
Easter Breakfast (Serving from 8:15 am – 9:00 am)

