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This time of year there always seems to be a disconnect between the church calendar and the rhythm of our life together. In the church calendar, we have for months been
in “ordinary time,” when our worship space is dressed in green and our gospel readings
tend to proceed linearly through the middle of the ministry of Jesus (i.e., the parts we hadn’t covered in the Christmas, Lent, and Easter seasons). Meanwhile, we are in the first
weeks of many new things in our lives: a new school year; a new year of Sunday school programs at Shepherd of the Valley; a new football season; summer heat giving way to cool
autumn. September was even the most common month for birthdays. For most of us, it is
no ordinary time of year.
This is especially true at Shepherd of the Valley this year. We are in the midst of
many changes. Some are visible: come see the new furniture in the pastor’s office and notice new paint and carpet in many parts of our building. Others will be new experiences: a
new confirmation program in collaboration with several other Rockford churches; new
leadership in youth ministry; a new child-protection policy to ensure young people’s safety
in all church activities. And, of course, a new pastor.
Such a season of change brings opportunities and challenges. Change brings its
own energy and momentum. It’s not just coincidence that several things are happening at
Shepherd of the Valley at the same time. By the same token, change—even positive
change—can be stressful. We know that’s true for us when we’re getting used to a new
school or job, and it’s even more the case when we’re doing several new things at once.
It’s important to give ourselves time to adapt to new things and to remember what we’ve
been through or lost to get to this point.
Actually, being in the middle of ordinary time works pretty well for that. For even
when you undertake new things or give up old ones, you are in the midst of a journey that
began all the way back at your baptism, when you received the Holy Spirit who has been
present with you ever since. Baptism is that constant in our lives that we can look back to
again and again, especially when things around us are changing quickly. On the other
hand, while the immediate future may seem uncertain, we know that all journeys end in the
promise of Jesus’ return to us. Just as the “green season” will lead into Advent in
December, so the changes of our lives are leading us toward that day when all things will be
complete. As we read through the Gospel of Mark this month, let’s take heart at what the
angel told the women at the empty tomb: “‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place
they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him, just as he told you’” (Mark 16:6–7 NRSV). Wherever we are going,
we go with the assurance that Jesus goes ahead of us.
Pastor Scott
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Nevagay Abel, Kelsey Dolan, Dyvone Freburg,
Don Abel, Kevin Persaud, Dan Webber (friend
of Bruce Solko), Marge Rhodes (friend of Don
& Neva Abel), David Johnson (nephew of
Dyvone Freburg), Mildred Anderson (mother
of Cheryl Erdmann), Nancy Lund (sister-inlaw of Bob & Patte Lund), Robert Kibble
(brother of Vee Kerley), Pastor Paul Garchow
(friend of the Lund family), Lisa Jones, Judy
Oberg (friend of Sue & Scott Francis), and our
homebound church members.

We extend our sympathy to the family of
Ed Heinle who passed away September
16. His funeral was held on Tuesday,
September 22.

CIRCLE OF PRAYER
If you have a prayer request that you would
like the “Circle of Prayer” members to pray
for, please let the church office know or
mark it on your attendance sheet. If you
would like to become a member of the circle
of prayer, please let Judi in the church office
know.
@ KATIE’S CUP
OCTOBER 2 5-9 PM
OCTOBER 3 4 - 9 PM
EXPRESS-OH! ART
ARTISTS:
NINA HACKMAN
DANIKA MOLLWAY
PAYRYDELL
DAVID ZOBERIS
& AREA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS PLUS
MUSIC - DANCE - AUTHOR READING
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Handbells:
We have lost more handbell players
and really need more to play better
pieces. Wouldn't you like to join our
group. You just have to have the basic knowledge of
reading music. We'll teach you how to play. We
practice every Wednesday evening from 6 - 7:15
pm and we play in church the third Sunday of each
month, plus Christmas Eve. Please consider joining us.
We could use your help. Call Diane at 815-621-3118 or
talk to any handbell member.
Diane Kirkland

SCHNUCKS eSCRIP CARD REMINDER
Is your Schnucks Card linked to Shepherd of the
Valley. Every time you use your Schnucks loyalty card,
Schnucks will donate 3% of your total grocery bill to
Shepherd of the Valley. It’s an easy way to help support
the programs and ministries of Shepherd of the Valley.
To confirm your Schnucks Card is linked to SVLC, see
Kay Brindle.

CLICK “SHARE”
Do you use Facebook? If so,
have you liked our church
Facebook page? Facebook
has changed how posts are spread, we love your
likes, but by clicking “share” you greatly influence
our ability to have others see us and whatever we
post that you want others to know about. The
more people we get who like our page the more
that circle of influence grows!

There will be no senior lunch in October.
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FINANCIAL REPORTS

Are you a Thrivent Member?
Thrivent has two opportunities for
members to contribute funds to
Shepherd of the Valley and our
ministries. One way is through
Thrivent’s new Action Teams
program that can contribute $250.00
toward the expenses of special events.
Thrivent has given our church $250.00
for the LWR School Bags and $250.00
for the Warm Feet Ministry so far this
year.
Another is through Thrivent members’
allocation of Choice dollars. The
Thrivent Choice Dollar program offers
a way for eligible members to
recommend where Thrivent Financial
distributes portions of its charitable
grant funds each year including to
Shepherd of the Valley.
If you are a Thrivent member through
any of their product purchases, please
contact Kay Brindle or Phil Smalley so
we can start a list of Thrivent
members who might be able to help
through these programs. If you don’t
know how to access these programs,
we can help you do that. It’s easy.

SYNOD REFORMATION &
ORDINATION SERVICE
The Northern Illinois Synod
Reformation & Ordination
service will be October 25th at
4:00 pm at St. Mark Lutheran
Church. Pastor Scott Benolkin
will be ordained at this service.
Let’s fill the pews with Shepherd
of the Valley members.

Financial results as of August 31 , 2015 and Year to date totals
C&B
C&B
C & B Yr td C & B Yr td
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
Income
$18,433.61 $15,834.58 $121,241.95 $114,036.66
$18,459.72 $16,332.81 $138,311.51 $130,366.12
Expense
-$26.11
-$498.23 -$17,069.56 -$16,329.46
Inc/exp
plus offsets
$2,130.42
$720.00 $10,692.97
$3,040.00
$0.68
$0.67
$5.54
$5.33
plus interest
$2,104.99
$222.44 -$6,371.05 -$13,284.13
Net income
8/31/15
($4,063.15)

C&B balance

Income
Expense
Net inc/exp

7/31/15
($6,168.14)

Building
Building
Bld Yr TD
Bld Yr TD
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
$2,400.00
$2,465.00 $17,572.50 $18,131.00
$2,257.40
$2,257.40
18,009.20
18,059.20
$142.60

Building fund balance

$207.60

-$436.70

8/31/15
$19,378.15

7/31/15
$19,235.55

$71.80

Please note: Financials run one month behind in the bulletin
Also note: The second installment cost $4600 and we have paid
$1444 of this bill as of 8/31/15
Balance on our mortgage - $310,033.83

Attendance statistics are based on the 4 weeks
August 30 - September 20
Average weekly worship attendance:: 95
Contributions are based on the 4 weeks
August 30 - September 20
Average weekly contributions:
Current & Benevolence - $ 4,082.00
Building Fund - $ 389.00
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Thank you to those who
donated money and
purchased items for
Lutheran World Relief school
kits. The kits were assembled by our youth
and can be tracked at lwr.org. Extra items are
being distributed to our Rockford Public
School homeless students.
Thank you also to Thrivent Financial for their
donation of $250 to purchase backpacks &
school supplies,.

ATTENTION SNOWBIRDS
Please be sure the
church office has your
winter address, phone
number, when you are
leaving and coming back. It costs the church
$0.49 every time a newsletter is returned
because we don’t have a correct address.
It only costs $0.128 to mail the newsletters.
Thank you.
Have you browsed the
shelves of our library lately?
You're sure to find a book to
enjoy. How about reading, "a
Lineage of Grace" by Francine
Rivers. Five Bible stories come
to life in this collection. Learn
from the lessons of Tamar, a woman of hope,
Rahab, a woman of faith, Ruth, a woman of love,
Bathsheba, a woman who received unlimited
grace and Mary, a woman of obedience .
There will be a library work day on October 13
beginning at 9:00 am.

Thank you to Tanner Bailey, Gina Fiorenza, Holden
Kellogg, Cayla Purvis, Cassidy Purvis, Lena Lund,
Zane Smalley and William Woodcock for filling
backpacks with school supplies for Lutheran World
Relief. School supplies and back packs donated by
members of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran
Church and Thrivent Financial.

BONFIRE
Saturday October 17
6:00 pm
@ Bob & Carol Bailey’s
8321 Blomberg Road; Cherry Valley, IL

There will be:
Hot dogs
Chili
S’mores
Hot Apple Cider
BRING:
A bag of Halloween Candy
Bag Chairs
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God’s Hands Our Hands” Day for Rockford Area Lutheran Churches. Shepherd of the Valley helped
pack 25,000 meals for kids in Tanzania in just over 1 hour in our time slot. Many thanks to our
members and friends who helped: Robert Aken, Aiden Brearley, Pastor Scott Benolken, Don Brindle,
Kay Brindle, Carol Dahl, Cheryl Erdmann, Janette Erickson, Dyvone Freburg, Alex Graham, Carter
Graham, Lois Johnson, Myrna Hagemann, Glen (Ron) Hunt, Amy Kellogg, Holden Kellogg, Mary
Lofquist, Ally Purvis, Cayla Purvis, Denise Purvis, Don Wiese, and Gary Zandonatti.
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PRE-SCHOOL NEWS
School started September 8 with
very few tears. Everyone is
adjusting to the rules and getting
comfortable with our routine. We
are looking forward to a great year.

To my special friends at Shepherd of the Valley,

In the words that St. Paul once wrote to the church at Philippi, I
send now to you, “I thank my God every time I remember
you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers
for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from
the first day until now.” (Philippians 1:3-5)
It is with a grateful heart that I thank God for the time I had
with you … and I thank you for all your love and support while
I served among you. There is not a day that goes by that I do
not think of you, my special friends. I loved serving as your
Interim Pastor and I miss you all very much.

Thank you also for all your kind expressions of love you
showered upon me as I left your congregation. You planned
a lovely farewell celebration for me and I have been
overwhelmed by your many cards, flowers, gifts of money, and
numerous other acts of kindness shown. It all meant so much
to me. As is generally my practice, I will make a tithe of the
monetary gifts I have been given. I have decided I will forward
my tithe to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal so that others less
fortunate will have something to eat. So, your gift to me is a
gift that will keep on giving.
Again, thanks for everything … and especially for the joy of
serving with you in ministry.
May God’s amazing blessings be yours,
Pastor Marilyn

REMINDER
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
ENDS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1.

SAVE THE DATES
October 2-3 Express-oh! Art @ Katie’s
Cup.
October 8 - Katie’s Choice book Club
October 9-10 Junior High Night Owls at
LOMC
October 9-10 - Vibrant faith - A two day
training for church leaders of children,
youth, and family ministries.
October 17 - St. Luke’s Bottle Bank @
First Lutheran, Rockford, @ 3:00 pm.
October 18 - Crop Walk
October 25 - Reformation/Ordination
Service @ St. Mark, Rockford. (Pastor Scott
Benolkin will be ordained)
@ 4:00 pm
November 6 - RALM Trivia Night @ Our
Savior’s, Rockford, @ 6:00 pm

Many thanks …






To the additional individuals (not
named in the August newsletter)
who helped paint the Sunday School
classrooms & chairs - Rhoda Fox,
Joel Fox, Don Kilroy, Amy Kellogg &
Holden Kellogg.
To John Anderson & Jerry Lofquist
who cleaned out the gutters of the
church.
And … to the many others of you
who have helped behind the scenes
to do various projects around the
church. Please know how much
your efforts are appreciated!
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

Office Hours
Monday—Thursday
8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
2015 Church Council
Kay Brindle, Outreach
Carol Dahl, Financial Secretary
Janette Erickson, Vice President &
Fellowship
Chad Farris, Property
Amy Kellogg, Youth Ministry
Lena Lund, Youth Representative
Robert Maness, Finance
Vicki Nitz, Preschool
Laurie Pellant, Social Ministry
Sally Schrader, Christian Education
Phil Smalley, Treasurer
Bruce Solko, Personnel
Bev Wacker, Worship/Music
John Wolf, Stewardship
Terri Woodcock, Secretary
Staff
Pastor Scott Benolkin, Pastor
Judi Fields, Secretary
Linda Longardner, Organist
Phil Smalley, Treasurer
Susie Smalley, Music Director
Diane Kirkland, Bell Director
Patte Lund, Christian Education.
Carol Dahl, Financial Secretary
Anita Ralston, Custodian

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Women of all ages are welcome.
Join us on Thursday, October 22nd at 7:00 pm for
the fall Bible study. “Slow Faith,” is Gather
magazine’s three-month Bible study written by Rev. Liv Larson Andres, pastor
of Salem Lutheran Church in Spokane, WA. Liv is married with two children
and dreams some day of hosting a lectionary-based cooking show.
The second study in the series is titled, “Make Hast, O Lord” and will focus on
the study of speed and slowness, examining how the Kingdom of God moves
slowly, yet we are asked to move with ever greater speed. The author’s goal for
this study is that it will “open us to seeing how all of us dearly need God to
bring us into healthy rhythms in life.” We’d love to have you join the group .
Light refreshments will be served!
Note: For those planning to attend the study, please consider subscribing to
the Gather magazine from which our study is taken each month. The
magazine is filled with inspirational articles written by women for women that
focus on the study theme for the month. The cost for a one-year
subscription (10 issues) is $15.00 and can be made by calling the Gather
Subscription Order Center at 1-800-328-4648 or online at
subscriptions@augsburgfortress.org.

