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The journey of Lent has begun. We began this new season of the church year with the observance of Ash Wednesday. This is perhaps the most solemn day in the liturgical year with its
emphasis on our own mortality. “Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return,”
are the words spoken as the ashes are imposed on our foreheads that day. These are hard
words to hear. None of us likes to think too hard on the fact that we will one day die. Yet,
sometimes it is good for us to think about our own mortality and also to consider, as we live,
just how far short we fall from God’s hope and expectation for our lives. It makes sense to
begin the penitential season of Lent with this kind of reflection.
As we move through this season of the church year, we are holding midweek worship services
each Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm. Our theme this year is, “Restored in Christ” and is a time
for us to face together the brokenness of our lives and our world and to be reminded that we
can turn that brokenness over to Christ and be restored by him through the cross.
Many ponder at this time of year what they will “give up” for Lent. I’m going to suggest to
you that instead of “giving up” something for Lent that you adopt (or recommit) to a healthful
habit to enrich your spiritual life during this season. Perhaps one of the suggestions below will
work for you:
•

CHURCH COUNCIL
MINUTES

•

Please see the latest council minutes
located on the
bulletin board in
the church library.

•
•
•

Commit to reading a chapter from the Bible each day. Our Sunday morning lectionary
this year leads us through the Gospel of Mark, with some texts interspersed from the
Gospel of John. Read through the 16 chapters of Mark and the 21 chapters of John
and before you know it, Easter will arrive.
Plan to attend mid-week Lenten services each Wednesday night at 7:00 PM. Stop by
Moline Hall for a soup supper first and enjoy the fellowship of others. Serving will be
from 6:00– 6:30 PM each week.
Get moving … by walking a mile a day (either indoors or outdoors) or do some other
form of exercise and use that time to pray.
Call up church members you haven’t seen for a while. Let them know they’ve been
missed at worship.
Invite an unchurched friend or neighbor to join you at worship. Offer to give them a
ride to church and invite them to sit with you. This very well could be the best and
most significant invitation they will ever receive.

Whatever you choose to do, may this Lenten season be a time of spiritual growth for you.
Blessings on the journey,
Pastor Marilyn
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 
Joyce Hunt, Nevagay Abel, Kelsey Dolan, Rod
Bjerke, and Stu Hoffman undergoing treatment for
cancer, Gil Dohlen, Don Abel, Mike, nephew of
Anita Ralston (our custodian), Ruby Watson, Gina
Dowsey (granddaughter of Myrna Hagemann), Bob
Tukker, Hugh DeGroff, and all of our homebound
church members.

Outreach Project
Our congregation is partnering with “Rockford Area
Lutheran Ministries” and “Kids Around the World” to
purchase ingredients for and pack Mobile Food Meal
Packs for kids to eat in Tanzania, Africa. Every minute
12 children die from starvation. There are 3
opportunities to be a part of the solution to world
hunger.
• First, we have mailed to our member families with
Sunday school aged children through
Confirmation age, Lenten Coin Boxes to save money
during the 40 days of Lent. We also enclosed ideas
to help families use the Lenten Coin Box. On Easter
Sunday we encourage the kids to bring their Lenten
Coin Box with them to church. We’ll have a large
basket up front to receive this offering.

•

Second, the Wednesday night Lenten worship
offering (the 5 Wednesdays between Ash
Wednesday and Maundy Thursday) and soup
supper donations will go towards this project.

•

Third, on September 19, your family can participate
with other Rockford ELCA families on “God’s Work
Our Hands” Day to package the Food Packs at Cherry
Vale Mall in an assembly line style for a fun and
educational event. These meals will then be shipped
to our companion synod in Tanzania, Africa. If your
family would like more Lenten Coin Boxes, they will
be available in the church office or contact
Kay Brindle (815-979-0490). A sample food packet
has been placed on the Mission Table.

Tickets also available in the church
office or from Kay Brindle.
The next Library work day is Tuesday,
March 10 at 9:00 am.
There is no Senior Lunch in March.
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Lenten Theme

Lenten Schedule

Holy Week Schedule

“RESTORED IN
CHRIST”

Wednesday Midweek Schedule
February 25 – March 25
6:00 pm – Soup Supper
7:00 pm – Worship

March 29 – Palm Sunday
9:30 am
Procession of Palms
Reading of the Passion Narrative

Wednesday, March 4
“Broken Trust Restored”
Text: Matthew 26:14-25

Wednesday, March 18
“Broken Promises Restored”
Text: Matthew 26:69-75

Worship Offerings
February 25—March 25
All Lenten worship offerings will be
given to RALM (Rockford Area
Lutheran Ministries) to support this
year’s project, Kids Around the World,
which will provide mobile food packs
to children in the Arusha Diocese of
Tanzania Africa.

Wednesday, March 25
“Broken Justice Restored”
Text: 2 Corinthians 5:20-21

Soup Suppers will be served each
week by our Shepherd of the Valley
Committees.

Maundy Thursday, April 2
“Broken Sanctuary Restored”
Text: Luke 22:39-48

February 25 – Worship/Music
March 4 – Christian Education
& Pre-School
March 11 – Finance & Stewardship
March 18 – Outreach & Social
Ministry
March 25 – Personnel, Property,
& Fellowship

Wednesday, March 11
“Broken Bread Restored”
Text: John 6:48-58

Sunday Adult Forums
10:45 am – 11:30 am
All Sunday forums during
Lent will be based on these

After communion is served, the
sacramental elements, vessels and
all portable objects are removed
from the worship space, leaving
the altar area as bare as possible.
This helps us reflect on the
emptiness of the world without
Christ.
April 3 – Good Friday – 7:00 pm
A Service of Tenebrae

The word "tenebrae" comes from
the Latin word meaning darkness."
The Tenebrae is an ancient
Christian Good Friday service that
makes use of gradually diminishing
light through the extinguishing of
candles. This symbolizes the
events of that week from the
triumphant Palm Sunday entry
Lenten Coin Folders
All monies received in the Lenten Coin through Jesus' burial.
Folders will be placed in the Current &
The Festival of Easter
Benevolence fund of the congregation.
Sunday, April 5

The Easter Egg Hunt will be held at
noon on March 29 (Palm Sunday) in
Moline Hall or outside weather
permitting. A sign-up sheet is
available on the kiosk. The Fellowship Committee will
be accepting items to fill the eggs; candy, tattoos,
rings, small toys, etc.

April 2 – Maundy Thursday –
7:00 pm
Holy Communion & Stripping
of the Altar

Worship @ 7:30 am & 9:30 am
(Holy Communion & special music
by the Choir)
Easter Breakfast
Serving from 8:15 am – 9:00 am.
(Hosted by the Fellowship
Committee)
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FINANCIAL REPORTS
Election Day at
Shepherd of the
Valley
Give an hour (or two)
for this chance to
welcome our
neighbors to our church when they
come to vote on Tuesday, April 7th.
We could use your help at the Hospitality Table in hourly time slots from
3:00pm through 7:00pm. Please help us
out with treats: cookies, mini muffins, or
brownies for the hospitality table.
You can bring the treats in on Sunday
April 5 and put them on the shelf under
the windows in the church office or
bring them in Monday or Tuesday,
April 6 - 7th. Thank you in advance for
helping to make this a successful
outreach day to our neighbors.
Outreach Committee

Financial results as of January 31, 2015 and Year to date totals
C&B
C&B
C & B Yr td C & B Yr td
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
Income
$12,639.57 $11,389.58 $12,639.57 $11,389.58
$15,457.56 $14,992.81 $15,457.56 $14,992.81
Expense
Inc/exp
-$2,817.99 -$3,603.23 -$2,817.99
-$3,603.23
plus offsets
$479.05
$180.00
$479.05
$180.00
$0.75
$0.66
$0.75
$0.66
plus interest
-$2,338.19 -$3,422.57 -$2,338.19
-$3,422.57
Net income
1/31/15
($30.29)

C&B balance

Income
Expense
Net inc/exp

12/31/14
$2,307.90

Building
Building
Bld Yr TD
Bld Yr TD
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
$2,030.00
$2,060.00
$2,030.00
$2,060.00
$2,257.40
$2,257.40
2,257.40
2,257.40
-$227.40
-$197.40
-$227.40
-$197.40

Building fund balance

1/31/15
$19,587.45

12/31/14
$19,814.85

Please note: Financials run one month behind in the bulletin
Also note: The second installment cost $4600 and we have paid
$1394 of this bill as of 1/31/15
Balance on our mortgage - $316597.82

Library News
Still Alice written by
neuroscientist, Lisa Genova
was recently made into a
movie. The book reveals the
experience of living with
Alzheimer’s.
What difference do it make?
Stories of Hope and Healing from the authors of Same kind of difference as me by
Ron Hall, Denver Moore and Lynn Vincent.
The book answers its own question with the
simple answer: What difference can one
person (or two) make in the world? A lot!
Seagrass Pier by Colleen Coble. This is the
third book in her Hope Beach series and
tells of the mysterious feelings the main
character gets following a heart transplant.

Statistics based on the 2/3 weeks February 1-15
· Average weekly worship attendance: 84 (2 wks)
· Average weekly contributions:
Current & Benevolence— $ 3,379.33
Building Fund— $ 493.33
(Worship service was cancelled February 1,
however contributions came in February 8.
Attendance average is for two weeks and
contributions average is for three weeks)

Easter Breakfast
will once again
be served on
Sunday, April 5.
Sign up at the
kiosk. Come and enjoy breakfast
with old and new friends.
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February Church Council Highlights

Come, join the Sunset Bible Study!
A group of women have begun meeting
for Bible Study one evening a month. We
meet on the 4th Thursday evening at 7:00
pm in Shepherd Hall. The March study in
our “Transforming Life & Faith” series will
focus on suffering and endurance. We’ll
take a look at story of Job from the Bible as
a basis for our study and discussion. Please
join us!

•

•
•

•
Opportunities for Youth
Sunday morning forum
Each Sunday morning during the Education
Hour, Phil Smalley heads up a forum for
Middle School & High School youth. They
meet in the youth room. Each week’s topic
takes a current event from the news and
applies it to the scripture readings for the
day. It’s a great way to see how faith
connects with daily life.
Confirmation Class
On the 3rd Saturday morning of the month,
Confirmation Class is held for Shepherd of
the Valley youth, most of whom are 7th and
8th graders. They meet in Shepherd Hall
from 10:00 am – noon. The next class will
be held on Saturday, March 21. Our
discussion topic will be a study of the
Apostles’ Creed. Confirmation is led by
Pastor Marilyn and/or Patte Lund, our
Director of Christian Education. This year
our class includes seven students: Katie
Flygare, Ethan Heshelman, Gareth Persaud,
Cassidy Purvis, Zane Smalley, Julia Spangler
and William Scheider.

•

•

•

•

Welcomed Laurie Pellant as the newest
elected council member and Social Ministry
representative.
Approved minutes of Annual Meeting &
January council meeting.
Welcomed Robert Aken and listened to a
recommendation from the Finance
Committee regarding 2nd City and their
weekly use of our church for their
rehearsals.
Signed a congregational council agreement
for how we will work and relate together.
Reviewed, amended and approved the
Ministry Site Profile as presented by the Call
Committee.
Elected the following officers for another
one year term: Janette Erickson,
Vice President; Terri Woodcock, Secretary;
Phil Smalley, treasurer; and Carol Dahl,
Financial Secretary.
Approved the use of up to $2,500 of
Memorial Funds for the upgrade of the
electrical box on the original building.
Received financial reports for January from
Phil Smalley, treasurer, as well as
information on church offering envelopes
for next year.

Call Committee Update
The Call Committee met on Tuesday, January 25 and
completed their work on the Ministry Site Profile (MSP).
The profile, which describes the ministry and mission of
our congregation, is what gets submitted to the
Northern Illinois Synod for review and assists the synod
staff in identifying possible candidates for call to this
congregation. The MSP was reviewed by the Church
Council at their February 17th meeting. The final edits
will be made in the next few days and the MSP will be
forwarded on to the synod office. We’ll then await
word from the synod for the names of candidates to
interview. Please continue to uphold the Call
Committee and our congregation in your prayers as we
anticipate the next step in this process.

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church (ELCA)
2715 S. Mulford Road, Rockford, IL 61109
Phone: 815-399-5503 E-mail: svlcsecretary@att.net
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

WE’RE ON THE WEB
www.shep61.org
Office Hours
Monday—Thursday
8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
2015 Church Council
Kay Brindle, Outreach
Carol Dahl, Fin. Sec.
Janette Erickson, Vice President &
Fellowship
Chad Farris, Property
Lena Lund, Youth Rep.
Robert Maness, Finance
Vicki Nitz, Preschool
Laurie Pellant, Social Ministry
Sally Schrader, Christ. Ed.
Phil Smalley, Treasurer
Bruce Solko, Personnel
Bev Wacker, Worship/Music
John Wolf, Stewardship
Terri Woodcock, Sec.
Youth Ministry - to be filled
Staff
Pastor Marilyn Hanson, Interim Pastor
Judi Fields, Sec.
Linda Longardner, Accomp.
Lynn McWhirter, Accomp.
Phil Smalley, Treasurer
Susie Smalley, Music Dir.
Diane Kirkland, Bell Dir.
Patte Lund, Christ. Ed.
Carol Dahl, Fin. Secv.
Peggy Wenstrom, Nursery Attendant
Tabatha Scheider, Nursery Attendant

The 2015 Northern Illinois Synod

Congregational Resourcing Event
Spiritual Grounding for Life as a Baptized Christian
Saturday, March 14
Kishwaukee College, Malta
As Christians in the Lutheran tradition, we are proud to be both spiritual
and religious! In our baptism, as we were/are presented we hear the words
that “by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God [spiritual] and
made members of the church, the body of Christ [religious].” (ELW, p. 227)
Assistant to ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and Executive for
Administration, The Reverend Dr. Wyvetta Bullock, in her keynote speech,
will help us to celebrate that gift from God of our baptism and how we may
live fully in the grace-filled life God has planned for us. Dr. Bullock will also lead
a workshop, “Called Out of Our Comfort Zone - Leadership Rooted in Our
Baptismal Vocation.” This workshop will explore two texts related to Jesus’ call
to ministry and his invitation to discipleship. For more information see the
brochures on the Resource table.

