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  SHEPHERDõS STAFF 

     SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  America  

Dear friends in Christ,  
 

In last monthõs newsletter, I put out a plea for workers to help òspruce upó the 

church!  Well, people responded and the work has begun!  We have a newly formed 

Decorating Committee with Amy Kellogg, Laurie Pellant, Sherry Scheider, Candy 

Wolf and I serving on it.  The group has been busy going through the church, room 

by room, and making a list of improvements weõd like to see accomplished. 

 

The first priority, this group decided, is updating Shepherd Hall.  Chalkboards and 

bulletin boards were taken down by Chad Farris this past week and now once the 

adhesive cement is scraped off the walls, they will get a fresh coat of paint.   

The room will have a whole new look once it gets finished.  Weõre also hoping to 

install a big screen TV on the east wall that will get used for Adult Forums, Confir-

mation classes, and possibly Vacation Bible School. 

 

Giving our Sunday School classrooms a òliftó is another high priority.  Some  

members of the congregation have already been volunteering their time to sort 

through the clutter that has accumulated over the years.  With fresh coats of paint 

in the classrooms, they will look bright and cheerful for the beginning of the new 

school year. The pastorõs office will also receive a new coat of paint and weõve had 

some discussions about making a small Conference Room out of one of the rooms 

on the east side of the building.  As you can imagine, the brainstorming is fun ê 

and we trust that when the work is done ê the clean new look will give us all a  

renewed energy to move into the future and invite others to join us here in  

worshipping Christ and sharing his love with our community.  

 

Shepherd of the Valley will be voting on a pastoral candidate, Reverent-elect  

Scott Benolkin, at a specially called meeting of the congregation on Sunday,  

August 9, 10:45 a.m. in Moline Hall.  This is a meeting you wonõt want to miss!  

Please keep our candidate, his family and this congregation in your daily prayers as 

we seek Godõs guidance in this important decision before us!   
 

        Godõs blessings, 

 
        Past˛ʞ Mˉˠʳ˗˨ʘ Hˉns˛ʘ 
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Outreach Project  

Our congregation is partnering with òRockford Area    

Lutheran Ministriesó and òKids Around the Worldó to  

purchase ingredients for and pack Mobile Food Meal 

Packs for kids to eat in Tanzania, Africa.  Every minute   

12 children die from starvation.   

Hereõs how you can  be a part of the solution to 

world hunger:  

On September 19, your family can participate with other 

Rockford ELCA families on òGodõs Work Our Handsó Day 

to package the Food Packs at Cherry Vale Mall in an  

assembly line style for a fun and educational event.  

These meals will then be shipped to our companion syn-

od in Tanzania, Africa. Contact  Kay Brindle (815-979-

0490) for more information.  A sample food packet has 

been placed on the Mission Table. 

Did you know you can also go to 

www.thehungersite.com  everyday and click on the gold 

bar to help provide food for people around the world?  

And itõs free!!!  You can click the bar once a day.   

 ¦  Lb h¦w tw!¸9w{  ¦ 

Nevagay Abel, Kelsey Dolan, and Stu Hoffman 

undergoing treatment for cancer, Anita   

Cupchack (sister-in-law of Bev Wacker),  

LeAnn Dahl, (Carol Dahlõs daughter), Dyvone 

Freburg,  Don Abel, Neva Abel, Dan Webber 

(friend of Bruce Solko), Steve Osterberg 

(friend of John Romph), Marge Rhodes (friend 

of Don & .Neva Abel), David Johnson 

(nephew of Dyvone  Freburg),   

Mildred Anderson (mother of Cheryl   

Erdmann), Luella Larson (sister of Graydon & 

Ruth  Anderson), Nancy Lund (sister-in-law of 

Bob &  Patte Lund), Mary Larson (mother of 

Judi Fields), Robert Kibble (brother of Vee 

Kerley), and our homebound church   

members.  

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL 

 MEETING 
There will be a special congregational meet-

ing on Sunday, August 9, 10:45 am in  

Moline Hall  to meet our pastoral candidate.  

A ballot vote will be taken after the meet & 

greet to decide whether or not to extend a 

call to our candidate to be pastor of  

Shepherd of the Valley.  This is a very  

important decision in the life of our church.  

Please plan to attend.  

ANNUAL  CHURCH PICNIC 

August 16, 2015 

at Shepherd of the Valley 

11:00 am -  2:00 pm  (Food served at 11:30) 

Meat, lemonade, ice tea, & water provided 

Bring a dish to pass (sign up in the Narthex) 

Bring your own bag chair. 

Games: 

Bocce Ball 

Water balloon volleyball (bring your own towel)  

Bean Bag Toss 

Sign up if you are interested in playing Bingo. 

http://www.thehungersite.com
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And the king will answer them,  

òTruly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 

are members of my family, you did it to me.ó   

Matthew 25:40  
 

The Northern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCAõs 27th Annual 

Convention will be held at Our Saviorõs Lutheran Church in  

Rockford, on Saturday, September 26, 2015.  The theme is òLet 

Justice Roll Like Water,ó  The  morning message will be by the 

Reverend Gary  Erickson, Assistant to the Bishop and Director for  

Evangelical Mission.  Download a registration form at                  

               www.nisynod.org/let -justice -roll -like -water.  

  Workshops:  

¶  Presenter Jeannie Burke on nutrition with 

  Representative of Bread for he World 

¶  Interactive Bible lesson from Tanzania by 

  Sharon Wadle 

¶  India update from Esther Prabhaker and 

 Tanzania update by Ron and Deb 

 Gustafson 

¶  Faith Rooted Efforts and Services for 

 Survivors of Trafficking by Dawnya 

 Underwood of Lutheran Immigration  

 Refugee Services 

¶  Walk the Labyrinth with Three Stations 

Employee Appreciation Day  

for  

Tabatha Sheider, Peggy Wenstrom & Lynn McWhirter  
 

 Sunday, August 2  
 

  During our worship service on Sunday, August 2 we will be honoring Tabatha, Peggy & Lynn for their many 

years of faithful service to Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church.   
 

 Tabatha Scheider has served as a Nursery Attendant for our young children every other week for 

the past fourteen years. Since our congregation no longer has young children who regularly use our 

church nursery, the Church Council decided not to staff the nursery as we enter the fall season.   

We hope Tabatha will be ready to return to her position as the need arises. 
  

Peggy Wenstrom  has served as a Nursery Attendant on alternating Sundays with Tabatha since 

2009. She resigned from that position at the end of May this year. 
 

 Lynn McWhirter has served as our Choir Accompanist for the past three years.  She resigned July 1, 

deciding it was time to join a congregation closer to where she and her husband Kevin live.  They will 

both be greatly missed in the choir. 
 

 Come and join us in saying thanks to these three outstanding women who have served faithfully and well in 

their positions!  

Registration Fee:  $35.00  
 

Registrations and Requests for 
Scholarships are due by August 26 
 

Cost includes morning coffee w/coffee 

Cakes & fruit and lunch. 
 

8:00 am ð Coffee and Registration 
 

9:00 am ð Opening of Convention and  

Worship Service 
 

Business Session:  CWO Lois Bylund, 

Churchwide Representative Update 


